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Director’s Chair
s I write this, the Olympics are in
full swing. Of course, the human
interest stories and the mistyeyed athletes on the medal
podium are always my favorite parts.
I’m moved by the discipline and the years
of preparation these athletes have had,
culminating in what they’ve dreamed
of and worked toward for most of their
lives.
Often, as their stories are shared, we learn more than the basic
facts of how many hours they practice each day or the rigor
necessary to get into shape. We find out about the people who
inspire them ... the coaches who push them ... the training they
once thought useless.
Cedarville University is all about preparing students for life.
Sometimes this preparation comes through a class that is critical
to a career. A chapel message may cause a heart transformation.
Roommate problems can result in knowing how to deal with
conflict in a marriage. Those who take time to mentor can
change lives. All these things (and many more) prepare us for
life.
I’m the first to admit that I did not take full advantage of
my time at Cedarville. When I talk with alumni who made the
most of every opportunity, I am often convicted as I reflect on
the times I cut class or goofed off in chapel. However, despite
my own lack of discipline, God still faithfully used my time at
Cedarville to prepare me for things I would face later on.
A friend of mine often says that she and her husband gave
their children the tools in their toolbox that they would need to
deal with life. That’s how I view my Cedarville education. I now
have the necessary tools in my toolbox to deal with what comes
my way. Some of those things were learned in classrooms, some
in dorm rooms, some through relationships, some during
ministry, and, yes, some by making bad decisions.
I have no doubt that every CU alumnus would be able to
share a different story about how Cedarville prepared him or
her for life. Even those who feel unprepared at times may be
able to agree that Cedarville at least helped them know how to
think through the problem! In this issue, Ruth Hussey
Hess ’67 shares her Hurricane Katrina experience; her CU
education was just one part of the puzzle preparing her to share
her faith. Taryn Campbell Hofert ’96 didn’t know what she
wanted to do with her life, but God used Cedarville, in part,
to lead her to the ministry she has today. Paul Jones ’70 fondly
remembers the impact a dedicated professor had on him.
What’s your story? Please share online how Cedarville
prepared you for, or made a difference in, your life at
www.cedarville.edu/alumni.

Coordinator of Regional
Alumni Events and Services
Michelle Rigel McCune ’04
mmccune@cedarville.edu

Director

Faith Linn ’83
linnf@cedarville.edu

Faith Linn ’83
Director of Alumni Relations

Summer Touring Teams
Be sure to check online for a team in your area!
HeartSong I — Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, West Virginia, and Virginia

The Master’s Puppets I — Ohio, Michigan, New York, Massachusetts, Maine,
New Hampshire, Connecticut, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, and West Virginia

HeartSong II — Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Mississippi, 		
Alabama, Georgia, and Florida

The Master’s Puppets II — Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, and Kentucky
(completely booked doing Vacation Bible School)

HeartSong III — Illinois, Michigan, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota

You may still request a team visit for your church or school. For a music team,
call Joel Tomkinson ’03 at 1-888-465-SERVE (7378) or visit
www.cedarville.edu/heartsong. For a drama team, call Carol Bliss ’87
at 937-766-7615 or visit www.cedarville.edu/dramateams.

Lifeline Players — Illinois, Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, California, Oregon,
Washington, Wyoming, Nebraska, Iowa, and Indiana

The following is just a sampling of CU events on the road.
Visit www.cedarville.edu and select “Calendar” for more events and information.
April 21
HeartSong
Cleveland, Ohio

May 20
Alumni Event
Southfield, Michigan

June 24
Alumni Chapter Event
Miami Valley, Ohio

July 20
Alumni Chapter Event
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

April 22-23
HeartSong
Lansing, Michigan
Avon Lake, Ohio
Kent, Ohio

May 21
Dr. Bill Brown
Southfield, Michigan

June 24
Alumni Event
Seattle, Washington

August 5
Alumni Chapter Event
Raleigh, North Carolina

June 4
Dr. Charles Clevenger
Portage, Michigan

June 25
Dr. Charles Clevenger
Wickliffe, Ohio

August 5
Alumni Chapter Event
Portland, Maine

June 5
Alumni Chapter Event
Orlando, Florida

July 10
Alumni Chapter Event
Indianapolis, Indiana

June 17
Alumni Event
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

July 14
Alumni Chapter Event
Columbus, Ohio

April 23
Dr. Charles Clevenger
Brunswick, Ohio
May 13-14
Lifeline Players
Martinsville, Illinois
May 14
Dr. Charles Clevenger
Plainfield, Illinois

Note: BOLD dates
indicate alumni
relations events.
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President’s Pen
H

ere are highlights from my college
experience.

• Most of my classes were taught by 		
teaching assistants instead of professors.
Many of them spoke English, which was
helpful.
• The lead professor in my department 		
was a brilliant man, and I was able to be
in a couple of his classes. He made 		
certain, however, that we all knew we
were never to bother him outside of 		
class. “That’s what graduate students are for,” he told us.
• Two of my favorite teachers were dismissed mid-term because they
were “spending too much time with students instead of research.”
• My favorite professor was strange — that was his name —
Dr. Strange. He was scholarly, entertaining, and passionate. He had
that sheer brilliance that intimidated everyone, yet it was clear he cared
deeply for us. I found out later that he was a Christian.
Whenever I think of my college experience, I am well aware I could
have done better. The state university I attended was large, impersonal,
and difficult to maneuver through. As a new Christian, I was vulnerable
and naïve on the one hand and fervent and naïve on the other.
There was much to challenge my faith in the classroom and in the
dorm. Many professors were openly antagonistic to religions in general
and Christianity in particular. In my senior year, a university ministry
hosted an on-campus debate on science and faith. The organizers of the
event had trouble finding a faculty member in the science department
who would take an atheistic approach to the world. They had to go to the
religion department to find an atheist.
Unfortunately, at the personal level I developed no “Friends for Life.”
There were not a great number of social activities for someone who was
not promiscuous and did not drink.
Needless to say, the Lord had many challenges for me during my college
years. It wasn’t until later that I discovered how unprepared I was for true
academic learning at the graduate school level. My experience motivates
me in what I do now. Cedarville is not as large as my alma mater, but
bigger is not better; better is better. I am grateful for what God is doing in
the lives of students at Cedarville University.
As you read through this issue of Inspire, I hope the good things from
your college experience will come to mind as well. I wish I could go back
and start over. I would make a number of changes in my life. The most
important would be to come to Cedarville.

Dr. Bill Brown
President
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Consuming Fire
Fifty years ago, Jim Elliott and his four
missionary friends were killed by Auca tribesmen
(properly known as the Waodani) in Ecuador. This
year’s Cedarville University Missions Conference
“Consuming Fire” remembered them and their
sacrifice.
Each night of the conference, University
students performed the drama The Bridge of
Blood, which tells the story of the five martyrs.
The play was written 33 years ago by Dr. David
Robey, professor of communication arts and
theatre. Dr. Robey revised the play for this special
production, and it was a great success, selling
out seven performances. All the proceeds were
donated to the rebuilding of an indigenous church
in the North Amazon area of Brazil.
During each day of the conference, students
heard from missionary speakers such as
Dr. George Murray, president of Columbia
International University (CIU); Paul and Jessie
Schlener of the Association of Baptists for
World Evangelism (ABWE); Mark Thompson of
ABWE; and Frank Drown of Avant Ministries.
Approximately 80 missionaries, representing
about 35 agencies, mingled with students and led
special-topic mission sessions.
At the end of the conference, nearly 400
students filled out cards saying that they had made
life decisions. Please be in prayer for these young
people as they seek the Lord’s will.

Frank Drown of Avant Ministries interacted with Cedarville
students following his presentation at the Missions Conference.
Frank is the co-author of Mission to the Headhunters,
an autobiography which describes his personal journey
as a missionary to Ecuador, as well as his experience in
investigating the deaths of five missionaries there.

What’s Abuzz
Preaching the Word,
Impacting the World

Dr. Tony Evans
More than 1,000 pastors, church leaders, and others
came to Cedarville University in February to be refreshed
and challenged at the 2006 Evangelism Celebration.
Sponsored by the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio,
the two-day conference featured life-changing messages,
music, and fellowship.
Keynote speakers included Dr. Tony Evans, pastor of
Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship in Texas and president of The
Urban Alternative, and Dr. Ergun Caner, dean of Liberty
Theological Seminary. More than 1,400 people gathered
in the Doden Field House for lunch to hear Jim Tressel,
head football coach of the Ohio State Buckeyes, share
his testimony and outline what it means to walk with the
Lord.

Tell Us Your Story
Summer 2006
Can You Find Balance?

Amazing Gracia
Former hostage Gracia
Burnham says there were
at least three things she
thought she would never do:
1) public speaking, 2) single
parenting, and 3) running a
foundation. But as she told the
Cedarville University family on
January 24, 2006, those things
are now three prime ways God
has enabled her to serve Him.
As you may recall, Gracia
and her husband, Martin,
had been missionaries to the
Philippines for 17 years when
they were taken hostage by
Gracia Burnham
the terrorist group Abu Sayyaf
in 2001. For more than a year they faced near starvation,
constant exhaustion, and frequent gun battles. On June 7, 2002,
a firefight between the terrorists and Philippine troops freed
them, but Martin died in the shoot-out. Gracia survived with a
gunshot wound.
Now living in Kansas with her three children, Gracia has
established The Martin and Gracia Burnham Foundation,
which is dedicated to collecting funds and resources for the
work of missions. The sought-after speaker has also authored
two books, In the Presence of My Enemies (which won a 2004
Gold Medallion Book Award) and To Fly Again. (Her Web site
at www.graciaburnham.org gives more details.)
Serving God today in ways she never thought herself capable,
Gracia urged Cedarville students to have a dream beyond
themselves. She explained that Martin’s death killed the dream
she used to have, “but what is important in life is not our
dream — it’s God’s glory. So we need to pursue His glory over
our dreams.”
She also thanked everyone for praying for her, noting, “Every
time you prayed, we needed it.” And, Gracia encouraged the
students to love their enemies and do good to those who
spitefully use them.

Cedarville University equips us to live successful lives. But, how
do we do that in the real world? Between family, church, career,
and other obligations or interests, how do you find balance?
Managing priorities is an ongoing struggle for all of us. What
has been your struggle, your failure, your lesson learned, or
your best-kept secret to finding balance in your life?
Submit your story by April 15, 2006 to
alumni@cedarville.edu or Alumni Relations,
251 N. Main Street, Cedarville, Ohio 45314.
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Urban Teaching Opportunities

Cherie Tryon ’08 and a Central State University student collaborate at the
“Reflections on Teaching and Learning in the Urban School Environment”
conference.
Dr. Tim Heaton’s “Introduction to Teaching” class had a great
opportunity to collaborate with a neighboring historically black
university recently. Dr. Heaton and 77 of his pupils attended
the conference “Reflections on Teaching and Learning in the
Urban School Environment” at Central State University (CSU)
in Wilberforce.
Dr. Heaton feels strongly that education students need to
be aware of urban teaching issues. “Urban areas are where the
vast majority of jobs are for new teacher education graduates,”
he explained. “Due to the very needy nature of students in the
urban schools, our students sense a missionary call to these
areas to try to make a difference in at least one life, if not more.”

At the conference, Dr. Heaton presented a session titled
“Teaching Math in the Urban Setting.” Kyle Hiestand ’06 and
Monique McCoy ’06, both middle childhood education majors,
teamed up with him to lead hands-on projects. The Cedarville
group had the opportunity to hear from both CSU and national
figures on topics such as urban student development and
teaching strategies.
Dr. Heaton says he hopes that above all else, his students
came away from the conference prepared to begin engaging
different cultures through being an educator for Christ. He
also noted that Cedarville University is pursuing additional
collaboration with CSU, including a first-ever joint urban
education conference to be held at CU next year for community
educators and CU/CSU students.

Dr. Tim Heaton, Associate Professor of Education

Honor to Whom Honor is Due
Named to Fame
There was more going on at this January’s Alumni Basketball
Weekend than shooting hoops! Three alums and one faculty member
were honored at the annual Cedarville University Athletic Hall of Fame
banquet. The three newest Hall of Fame inductees were:
• Krista Pritchard Crary ’93, who ran for the Yellow Jacket cross 		
country and track teams from 1989-93. She was the 1992 NCCAA
cross country champion, a four-time NCCAA All-American, and an
NAIA All-American in the marathon.
• Diana Jones ’76, a two-year Lady Jacket athlete from 1974-76 in the
sports of basketball, tennis, and field hockey. She was especially
known as a playmaking guard on the hardwood who still holds the
school record for most assists in a single game with 12.
• Dale Shaw ’80, a cross country athlete from 1976-80. He was the
1978 NCCAA cross country champion and a three-time All-American,
and he led Cedarville to two NCCAA titles.
 Spring 2006

Left to right: Dr. Dee Morris, Diana Jones ’76,
Krista Pritchard Crary ’93, Dale Shaw ’80
In addition, the Nedra Callan Meritorious Service in Athletics Award
was awarded to Dr. L. Delyte “Dee” Morris, adjunct professor of
exercise and sport science and assistant women’s tennis coach.
For more than 30 years, Dee has had a faithful and supportive ministry
in the Yellow Jackets athletics program.
Congratulations to all of the honorees!

Station of the Year
The CDR Radio Network (The PATH®), the media
ministry of Cedarville University, has been named
Crown Financial Ministries’ Station of the Year.
Crown officially presented the recognition during the
National Religious Broadcasters Convention in Dallas
in February.
Crown presents this award to stations who have
good audience response, mutual ministry goals
with Crown, and a faithful partnership with the
organization. CDR Radio has been the Dayton/
Springfield area’s exclusive broadcast outlet of
Crown’s program “Money Matters” since the
program’s inception.
Station Manager Paul Gathany ’63 said, “‘Money
Matters’ has helped many listeners understand
biblical stewardship and how to more wisely use their
God-given resources. Over the years, a true friendship
has been forged between Crown and The PATH®.”
To hear “Money Matters” on The PATH® via the
Internet, visit www.ThePath.fm Saturdays at 3:30 p.m.

Cedarville University’s Dave Ormsbee ’74 (VP of Advancement) and Paul
Gathany ’63 (CDR Station Manager) accepted the Station of the Year Award
from Crown Financial Ministries’ Howard Dayton and Steve Moore.
Shown here are Howard, Dave, Paul, and Steve.

Listen
Think
Pray
Live
Where God’s Word Lights the Way

Listen to Cedarville University
chapel on the Web at
www.ThePath.fm at 11 a.m.
and 8 p.m. (EST)

Listen. Think. Pray. Live.
A Community-Supported Media Ministry of Cedarville University

Cruising to Victory
Swaying palm trees, crystal water, and smooth sand … if you’re a regular
reader of Inspire you’re sure to have seen the beautiful Friends for Life
cruise ads that ran in 2005. You’re not the only one who noticed them!
The Dayton (Ohio) Advertising Club has awarded Kerry Estes ’04, the
designer of the ads, a bronze ADDY (pronounced “addie”) for his Friends
for Life cruise brochure. They also honored him with a bronze ADDY for
his 2005 Cedarville University Annual Report. These awards for “excellence
in advertising” were presented to Kerry at the 2006 Hermes/ADDY Awards
Competition in Dayton.
Kerry has been pumping out outstanding publications at Cedarville
University since 1997. He is currently a senior graphic designer and adjunct
instructor of graphic design.

“Adopting” Community Service
Sarah Bayne ’06 likes to say she has “adopted” a ministry of working
with foster children. And now the Montgomery County (Ohio) Mentoring
Collaborative has “adopted” Sarah as one of their 2006 Outstanding One-toOne Mentors. She is the first college student to ever receive this honor.

Sarah leads a Cedarville
University community ministry
team called “Fostering
Friendships,” which volunteers
with the AGAPE for Youth
(www.agapeforyouth.com)
family foster care agency in
Dayton. For the past three
years, Fostering Friendships
Sarah Bayne ’06 was named the 2006
Outstanding
One-to-One Mentor by the
has worked with AGAPE, under
Montgomery
County (Ohio) Mentoring
Sarah’s leadership, to link
Collaborative.
She is shown here with
students with families that
the
Mentoring
Collaborative’s
need mentors for their foster
Sue
Koverman
and
Mark Baker.
children.
In addition to handling the
administrative duties of her position, Sarah mentors a 15-year-old.
This commitment involves helping the teen with homework, going out
to eat, and talking about education and career aspirations. “Some
weeks it’s like a full-time job, but I love it!” she exclaimed.
(Continued on the following page)
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Katrina Relief Update

Announcing
CU Alumni Gulf
Relief Trip

Ivan Batista ’06, Travis Matthiesen ’06, Courtney Reid ’08, and Kyle Gunn ’07
remove debris from homes in Waveland, Mississippi.
Over Christmas and Spring Breaks, Cedarville students hit the
beach, but not in the way you’d expect. Hundreds of students
gave up their vacations to work with Samaritan’s Purse in
Louisiana and Mississippi. There they aided in “deconstructing”
homes and cleaning up one of the worst natural disasters our
nation has ever seen.
So far God has allowed Cedarville University to raise $150,000
for relief efforts, send more than 500 students to the Gulf Coast,
and log more than 14,000 hours of manual labor. In reality, this
effort just scratches the surface of the needs of the people in the
hurricane zone. Please keep the Gulf Coast residents in your
prayers as they persevere amid devastation that our students say
is like nothing they’ve ever seen.
Your financial gift can still have an impact, as just $40,000
remains to be raised to support our teams. Visit www.cedarville.
edu/disasterrelief for details.

“What we found to be so exceptional about Sarah was not only her
commitment to her mentee, but her willingness to lend her leadership
and energy to assisting in the development of AGAPE’s exceptional
program,” shared Sue Koverman of the Mentoring Collaborative. “She is
truly an asset to the organization, the University, and the community.”
The experience has been inspiring for Sarah. A political science major
from Clay, New York, she hopes to become an advocate for children,
possibly focusing on orphans and those who have limited health care
options.
Sarah is one of the nearly 800 Cedarville students (nearly 25 percent
of the student body) who participates in a community ministry activity.

Model UN Team Captures Awards
Word of a crisis in India hits your desk in the United Nations
Headquarters. What do you do? Cedarville University’s Model UN team
had to think through how they would respond in crisis when they took
part in the Dayton Model UN competition February 9-11.
Model UN gives students the chance to effectively and accurately play
the roles of nations from across the world and come up with solutions
to a variety of international problems. A judging committee assesses the
10 Spring
Winter 2006

Join a group of Cedarville University
alumni as we travel from Cedarville to the
Gulf Coast to aid in heavy duty clean-up.
Tentative dates are June 18-23. A charter
bus will depart from Cedarville University,
and the cost per person will be $150 for
transportation down and back.
Don’t miss this opportunity to connect
with your CU friends in ministry and service!

Call 1-800-837-2566 or e-mail
alumni@cedarville.edu
for more information.

delegates’ abilities of diplomacy,
persuasion, and communication.
Of the 140 student delegates
from 14 regional colleges and
universities, Cedarville students
brought home four individual
awards. Karen Williams ’08
(shown in photo) received
the top award of Outstanding
Delegate. Ryan Stalker ’06 and Megan Waters ’08 each were named
Distinguished Delegate, the second highest award at the competition.
Autumn West ’06 received an Honorable Mention.
Dr. Frank Jenista ’68, professor of international studies and the
team advisor, noted, “The Cedarville team members put in hours
of preparation, convincingly played their diplomatic roles at the
conference, and were influential framers of the final resolutions passed
by each of the committees. All deserve recognition and appreciation
for their superior diplomatic skills and representation of Cedarville
University.”

New Church Matching Grant Doubles Scholarship Dollars
Now your church can double its investment
in college students who attend Cedarville
University by taking advantage of a new
Church Matching Grant. When a church
provides a scholarship for a student, we will
match that scholarship up to $1,000.
Together we and the church send a
clear message to the student – we long
for you to become all that God wants
you to be, and we are willing to stand
behind you financially to make that
possible.
Encourage your church to
consider this opportunity.
Visit www.cedarville.edu/
churchmatching or call 1-866CEDARVILLE today to find out
more.

Frequently Asked Questions
Q. Who is eligible for a Church
Matching Grant?
A. Any student accepted and
enrolled full-time at Cedarville
University who receives a scholarship
from his or her local church. The
Church Matching Grant application
must be received along with the
church’s scholarship gift.
Q. What amount will Cedarville
match?
A. Cedarville University will match
the church’s gift dollar for dollar up
to a maximum match of $1,000 per
year.
Q. Can a church contribute
more than $1,000?
A. Yes, churches are encouraged
to contribute generously in helping
their students. However, the
maximum Cedarville University
match will be $1,000 per student
per year. There is no minimum or
maximum amount that a church can
give.

Q. Are students eligible for a
Church Matching Grant every year?
A. Yes. A new Church Matching
Grant application must be completed
and accompany the church’s
scholarship gift each year.
Q. Can church members, parents,
or relatives designate their gifts for
particular students?
A. No, only the church can select
the students as recipients. All
church contributions must meet
the IRS guidelines for charitable
deductions. To find out more, visit
IRS publication 526 (http://www.irs.
gov/publications/p526/index.html).
Q. What are the deadlines for the
application form and church gift?
A. The Church Matching Grant
will be processed when both the
grant application and the church’s
scholarship gift are received. For
students enrolling in the fall term,
the application and the church’s
scholarship gift should be received
by September 1. For spring term, the
application and gift should arrive by
January 1.

Top-Notch Forensics

Sweeping Up

Contrary to what you might think, the Cedarville University Forensics
Team does NOT investigate crime scenes. But they do, however, probe into
the science of rhetoric, learning how to best express themselves in various
oratory categories. And their recent forensics tournament finishes show that
they know their stuff.
At Ohio State’s Holiday Frolic Tournament, the Cedarville team won the
second place sweepstakes award, topping approximately 34 other colleges
and universities. Top performances were led by varsity team member
Autumn West ’06, who took first place in rhetorical criticism, and novice
team members Karen Williams ’08 and Mallory Fisher ’08, who took first
place in novice informative and novice impromptu, respectively.
The team upped their results at the 33rd Annual Tower Invitational at
Eastern Michigan University, coming in at first place. They bettered 22 other
colleges and universities, including Western Kentucky University, Berry
College, and Ball State. Karen Williams ’08 took the second place award in
the Pentathlon category, which recognizes the best speakers in five events.
The team is coached by Matthew Moore ’92 and Derrick Green ’97, who
are assistant professors of communication arts.

The Cedarville University Debate Team started the new year
off right. In January, the team took the first place sweepstakes
in parliamentary debate at the Hillsdale College Tournament in
Michigan. In February, the team continued their success with a first
place in parliamentary debate at the University of Notre Dame Irish
Invitational in South Bend, Indiana.
At the Hillsdale event, top performances were led by the varsity duo
of Emily VanVliet ’06 and Nathan Washatka ’08, who were the debate
tournament champions. Additional top finishes were made by the
varsity duo of Courtney Edmonds ’09 and Mark Miller ’09, who took
third place varsity honors and first place novice honors.
At the Notre Dame competition, Jenna Marcum ’08 and Becky
Smith ’08 earned first place in the novice division, while Andrew
Vitaliti ’09 and Christen Price ’09 won second. Additional top team
performances were led by the varsity teams of Emily VanVliet ’06
and Nathan Washatka ’08, Courtney Edmonds ’09 and
Mark Miller ’09, and Brandiann Biggar ’06 and Joe Dugan ’07,
all of whom were octafinalists.
The debate team is coached by Dr. Rebecca Border Sietman ’99,
who is an assistant professor of communication arts.
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Alumni Basketball Weekend 2006

Alumni and their families returned to Cedarville for the annual Alumni Basketball Weekend on January 21, 2006.
Some played, some cheered, some reminisced, and all had a great time. Mark your calendars for February 3, 2007!

Homecoming 2006 is COMING!
October 6 & 7, 2006

STAY
12 Spring 2006

TUNED!

Alumni Events

Upcoming
Chapter Events
April 25

June 24

Chapter
Events
Columbus, Ohio Chapter
Leadership Team Meeting

Miami Valley, Ohio

May 9

Columbus, Ohio

Lancaster, Pennsylvania Chapter
Leadership Team Meeting

May 11

July 14
July 20

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

August 5

Portland, Maine Chapter
Leadership Team Meeting

Portland, Maine

May 12

August 5

Raleigh, North Carolina Chapter
Leadership Team Meeting

Past Events

Raleigh, North Carolina

Greenville, South Carolina — February 11
An informal pizza dinner at the home of Kim ’83 and Lisa Jenerette
was the perfect start to an enjoyable evening for alumni, parents, and
prospective students in Greenville. Following dinner, the group headed
to the BI-LO Center to watch the Greenville Grrrowl take the ice in a
shut-out game against the Columbia Inferno.

Find more information at
www.cedarville.edu/alumni.

Calendar of
Campus Events
April 29

Ohio Talents for Christ

June 12-30
Summer Studies

Campus
Events
May 6

110th Commencement

May 15

Summer Session I begins

May 19-20

Ohio Cedarville Open Speech and
Debate Tournament

June 2-3

SCBO Women’s Conference
“Beautiful Feet”

June 12-16

Centri-Kid Camp
Criminal Justice Camp
Music Camp

June 13

Summer Session II begins

North Ft. Myers, Florida — March 4
While on Spring Break, Delta Alpha Epsilon (DAE) enjoyed interacting
with local alumni at the Smoke’N Pit Barbeque Restaurant in North Fort
Myers, Florida. Dr. Paul Dixon ’94 was there to share what he is doing
now and gave an update about what is going on back at the ‘Ville.

June 18-30

Summit Ministries Leadership
Conference

June 19-23
Debate Camp
Premed Camp
Writing Camp

June 26-30
Nursing Camp

Find more information at
www.cedarville.edu/calendar.

Titusville, Florida — March 9
At the end of the week, DAE also met with local alumni at the Dixie
Crossroads Restaurant in Titusville, Florida. Alumni enjoyed wonderful
seafood and reminisced about their time at Cedarville!
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We have such GREAT memories — I could go
on and on.
Marilyn Sattler
Parent of CU student
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Bill Brown
President

St. Maarten

It was a wonderful time.
Melody and I really do
not take vacations much so
this was way over the top for
us. It is very hard to get back
to reality. We loved every
minute!
Jim Cato ’83
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Formative Years
By James Bjornstad
Professor of Philosophy at
Cedarville University

College years are often referred
to as “years of formation.” This
is when everything preceding
college is expected to come
together with the college
experience and produce men
and women who will function
well in society and make a
positive contribution to it. It is
a time when students encounter certain basic questions and
problems, have their horizons broadened, determine their life’s
goals, get training for their life’s vocation, and even think about
a mate.
With so much synthesis occurring in the college setting, it
necessitates the allowance for decisions to be made by students.
They must be able to respond freely to meaningful information
and to make personal choices. By doing so, they become their
own persons. Allowing such freedom, however, can be risky.
There are times when students may make wrong decisions or
even elect to consider that which would make the professor
shudder, despite guidance from the professor.
Our concern here at Cedarville is to help students make
reasoned choices that are also good and godly choices. Our
goal is to develop men and women who will function as
Christ’s ambassadors in whatever vocation God gives them and
wherever He places them in the world.

Brock Weston ’02

Brock is currently a student at
Southern Seminary.
When I started college, I was
perfectly content to study, eat,
occasionally dominate on the
intramural basketball court (at
least that is what they tell me!),
and then study some more.
One day I remember getting
really crazy and taking a break
from calculus to wander across
the street to Mom and Dad’s.
I plopped down 100 pennies and received my small brown
bag of Sour Patch Kids and then returned to Lawlor, where I
proceeded to consume them all before I completed my calculus
homework. My mouth was a little worse for the wear. That
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W o r d ?

was the extent of my wild side during my freshman year, and
generally speaking, relationships were optional for me.
However, behind the scenes the Lord was beginning to forge
key relationships that would forever change me. God had
placed men in Lawlor 10 and 12 with whom I would laugh,
cry, and rejoice in my future years. I met fellow students at
Cedarville with whom I almost instantly bonded. Beginning my
junior year we moved to Harriman Hall and were known as the
“Harry Men.” It was in this house/dorm that a corpus of men
grew to know bonds that broke down barriers: relational, social,
and economic. We began to know what it meant to love our
God and love each other in the realm of true community.
In all fairness, we worked through hard times, like the death
of relatives and in-house fights. There were fun times, like
open houses, “pile on” times with Travis, and the hunt for
Ben’s sock. We enjoyed memorable times, like prayer times in
the attic and air fresheners at our final house meeting. In His
great providence, God used all these experiences to shape and
hone us. He was shaping us into men who deeply cared about
obedience to our Lord. He was molding us into men who were
willing to set aside the vocabulary cards the night before a
big exam when a fellow “Harry Man” needed to talk. He was
honing us into a community that welcomed God’s chipping
away at each of us with His chisels. Those chisels could be
found in Room 2, Room 7, Room 4, and Room 9. While
imperfect, we were tools in the hands of a Master Craftsman
who was beginning a very good work.
The work continues to this day. At my desk here in Louisville
hangs an air freshener I received at our final Harriman house
meeting. It has long since lost its aroma, but smelling good was
only its secondary function anyway. Its primary purpose is to
hang as a steadfast reminder of the men who have most shaped
my life. It serves as a daily reminder to commit them to the One
who is faithful, the One who began a good work in Harriman
Hall. It reminds me that without a persistent God and faithful
friends, Cedarville would have been merely an empty shell,
and I would have left unchanged. This air freshener reminds
me that my time at Cedarville was one of those few truly lifeshaping experiences.

Mark Smith ’08

Mark is a pastoral studies major.
I had the opportunity this
Christmas Break to travel
overseas with Dr. Carl Ruby ’83
and several Cedarville University
students to the People’s Republic
of China. While in China,
Dr. Ruby, his daughter Erin,
and our team worked with
an English teaching program
designed for young Chinese
business professionals. We helped these post-graduates with the
English language as we interacted on topics such as American
football, family life in America, college life, and different roles
and responsibilities of men and women in the business world.
More importantly, though, was the ministry that the Father
did through us. The students noticed the difference in the
lifestyles of my teammates and the lives of the teachers with
whom we worked. The Chinese people had many questions
about Christianity including, “What does the Bible say?” and
“How does someone become a Christian?” We had several
opportunities to share the gospel and answer all types of
questions about the Bible and Christianity. Furthermore, we
never forced or shared the gospel without first being asked;
our Chinese friends were simply hungry to hear the Christian
message.
One person said, “I don’t know why, but I just think I should
become a Christian,” and several others agreed. Before we took
the train back to the Beijing airport, one person had decided
to accept Jesus as her Savior and several others were thinking
seriously about Christianity.
God touched my heart through this ministry. When sharing
the Truth with people who struggle with English, I suddenly
realized the simple message of Christianity and yet its profound
truth. This trip was a defining moment for me as I sensed
God working through us. Paul’s words in I Cor. 2:1-5 sum
up my experience — “Christ and Him crucified” — and I
am convinced that Christ alone is why believers in China
risk persecution and alienation. They understand the simple
message of “Christ and Him crucified.”

Dr. Joy Fagan ’89

Joy is an assistant professor of Bible at
Cedarville University.
It seems like just yesterday …
actually, it doesn’t. It seems like
forever ago, but I hate to admit
it, so the initial line sounded
much more appealing! I was
a student-athlete at Cedarville
College from 1986 to 1989. Lest
you think that I was a brilliant
student who flew through

my college experience in three years, I should tell you that I
transferred. To prove that I was far from brilliant, let me share
with you this “smooth move.” When asked in a meeting with
Cedarville’s illustrious head of the Bible department why I
had not come directly to Cedarville University, I thoughtlessly
replied, “Because I wanted a year of Bible before coming to
Cedarville.” Thank goodness Dr. Robert Gromacki is a gracious
man, although he promptly pointed out the error of my ways.
After graduating, I moved to Virginia Beach to teach and
coach at Greenbrier Christian Academy for the next five years.
It was a thorough baptism into the mountaintops and valleys
of the educational experience — and life in general. Irony of
ironies, it ended up being a foundation for continuing my
career at my alma mater. Who would have guessed? Surely not
Dr. Gromacki!
I returned to Cedarville’s campus in the fall of 1994 and have
served here ever since. Having recently completed a doctoral
degree from Southern Seminary, I am currently an assistant
professor of Bible with a focus on women’s ministry. It is
my privilege to help women understand their identity from
a biblical perspective and live that out to its potential and to
equip women to be influential in the sphere in which God has
placed them.
As I think back on my three years at Cedarville as a studentathlete and how that has prepared me for how I live today, two
formative experiences come to mind. My college career was a
challenging one on many levels. I am one of those frustrating,
analytical types who wants an answer for everything. Chapel
was my lifeblood — not because it was a “Cedarville thing” to
attend chapel five days a week, but because the truths presented
were evidence of God’s faithfulness in revealing Himself and
what it meant to live life His way. I have vivid memories of
specific chapel messages and presentations that had a profound
impact on my life.
The other formative experience was my time as a studentathlete. I played women’s basketball while pursuing a degree
in English secondary education with a double minor. Life
was busy, like it is for most college students. At the end
of my basketball career, I was asked to write an article for
Cedars that captured our season. I didn’t talk about statistics,
records, or honors. The title read, Keep Dreaming … Never
Quit. The article was a culmination of a hard-learned lesson
for a perfectionist: the Christian life is about perseverance,
faithfulness, trusting His heart, and celebrating the life He has
given us. It was the springboard that has helped me keep life
in perspective ever since. Keep dreaming, my friends — never
quit, because He has great plans for you.
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Finding Success Through
Others’ Examples
by Taryn Campbell Hofert ’96 as told to Cessna Catherine Winslow
s a freshman, I fell into the “not knowing what I was
going to do with my life” category. Although I declared
a music major, I didn’t really know how I would use
that degree or if I was even skilled enough to seriously do
anything with it.
I think secretly in the heart of every student is the desire to
one day experience success. In the midst of unearthing my
unique purpose and pursuing success, I received a slow and
constant drip of encouragement, prompting, and directionsetting from several professors.
So there I was, my freshman year, in a public speaking
class nervously giving my first speech when Dr. Mike López
commented on how I should consider communication as my
course of study. Although astonished and dumbfounded, I
stood before him as a sponge seeking direction. I eventually
took his advice.
In my sophomore year, the bottom fell out of my finances
with my parents’ divorce. Barely scraping by and believing that
the end of my Cedarville experience was imminent, I felt as
though God was giving me cues that it was time to throw in
the towel and head home. But before I was ready to concede,
I auditioned for a Christian ministries traveling vocal team.
Although I had bombed my audition the year before, I gave
it another whirl and went into this audition with the desire to
not only do what I love for God (sing), but also to find a way
to provide the financial resources for me to stay at Cedarville.
So, unbeknownst to the selection committee, the future of
my Cedarville experience rested on their assessment of my
performance. I was nervous to the core — wondering if I
would be given the opportunity to not only sing but to stay
and continue on as a student at Cedarville.
Two things happened at that audition. First, while waiting
to perform, I met a girl who would become one of my closest
friends. Jessica Schuring Cymbal ’97 was a freshman who
was also auditioning. As we waited for our big moment, we
nervously chatted and encouraged each other. When I heard
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Taryn Campbell Hofert ’96 with son Colsen Chase and husband Scott

her sing, I was amazed by her talent. Freshmen didn’t usually
make it into a vocal group like this, but she did!
The second thing that happened was that I made it! I was
even more astounded by this than by being encouraged to
become a communication arts major! God had used Kevin
Smith and Jim Cato ’83 to remind me that He was going to
provide the means necessary for me to get through school and
that music needed to continue to be an integral part of my life.
In the years that followed, the progression of God using
Cedarville staff and faculty to speak truth into my life
continued. The inspiring and freeing words, accolades,
constructive criticism, and wisdom I received catalyzed a sense
of direction in me. Those messages instilled the importance
of embracing and honing my abilities and utilizing them for
God’s agenda.
Graduation day came, and there I was with two majors but
no clue what I would do with either. Along with that gnawing
at my heart was a desire to do something big. I wanted to find
significance.

My final and probably most transformational Cedarvillerelated learning experience took place at a remote camp on a
small island in Lake Erie the summer after I graduated. I was
still traveling with the music team, and during my final tour we
performed at a camp where Scott Dixon ’84 was the speaker.
He said many inspiring things, but a personal highlight was a
footwashing ceremony he facilitated.
I had never participated in footwashing. Scott explained
how Jesus washed the disciples’ feet and how footwashing
is symbolic of servanthood. I sat in a circle with a group of
teenagers who were preparing to say goodbye to their soonto-be-relocating youth pastor. I was emotionally moved as I
watched those kids on their knees washing their pastor’s feet
with their tears, sharing how much he and his wife had meant
to them. At that moment,
surrounded by teary-eyed
high schoolers, I had an
epiphany: THIS is success.
I had been searching for
what to do, who to be, where
to go, and here personified
for me in the most beautiful
way was a couple who had invested their lives in others and
consequently made a lasting impact. For me, that was eyeopening. I didn’t have to be on stage or be known for some
elusive achievement. If I invested in people and poured out
my life for God, I would know “success.” I guess it took a fouryear journey at Cedarville to have my definition of success
redefined. What I experienced on that island was what some
might call a spiritual awakening.
After graduating, I went to work for the missions
organization World Help. My job was to travel, speak, sing,
and write on behalf of children suffering in India. Soon my
role evolved into a short-term missionary position where I
worked at an orphanage with 700 kids in a remote part of
India. I still find it difficult to articulate what God allowed me
to experience with those precious little gifts. In India, “success”
was further defined in an even more radical way for me.

When I returned from India, Westwinds Community Church
in Jackson, Michigan invited me to join their staff as a worship
leader. I never imagined myself a fit for such a job, but once
again God reminded me that where ability and opportunity
collide lay some of the best venues to further His Kingdom.
During the five years I served in that role, God continued
opening new doors, professionally and personally. I also
travelled and recorded with a band, leading worship at various
conferences, churches, and events.
I married Scott Hofert, a pastor from my church, in 2001,
and we began to feel pulled toward church planting. Soon we
were sent to North Carolina, where we established Watershed
(www.watershedcharlotte.com). Our church meets in a rented
theater in downtown Charlotte. We had our first service in
September 2005. What started
as a team of four has grown
to almost 200 worshippers,
80% of whom are formerly
unchurched. In classic churchplant style (and budget), my
role consists of graphic artist,
Web designer, worship leader,
service planner, and video editor. Along with that, I am a wife
and a mother.
Wearing so many hats makes me appreciate my Cedarville
professors. Their belief in me, promptings, teaching, and
wisdom still impact me on a daily basis. I am thankful for the
potential they saw in me and for redefining success through
their exemplary investment in my life.
A full-circle moment occurred recently when one of my
former college’s interns recently joined our church staff as a
worship leader. Immensely grateful for my Cedarville journey,
I am constantly reminded of the importance of emulating my
professors’ example in the lives of others.

At that moment, surrounded by
teary-eyed high schoolers, I had an
epiphany: THIS is success.

Taryn and her husband, Scott, live in Charlotte, North Carolina
with their son, Colsen Chase. Taryn may be reached at taryn@
watershedcharlotte.com.
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Prepared to Share

by Ruth Hussey Hess ’67

C

hristians across America have rallied together in a
volunteer effort of gigantic proportion. Cedarville
University is honored to be part of the thousands of
people who are making a difference in the lives of those hit by
the disaster that was named Katrina.
My husband, John ’67, and I traveled with a team of
Cedarville students to Gretna, Louisiana over Christmas Break.
All of us were changed forever. We returned with stories that
motivate believing hearts to step up and imprint the love of
Christ on the lives of victims who grope for meaning out of
disaster. The impact of a single life in a single week was driven
home to us in an overwhelming way.

The more our team labored, the
more they praised God in song
and word. At the same time,
“the new guy” was watching.
We just didn’t know it.
Tragedy has a way of doing that. We were bound inextricably
to the hearts of those we had gone to help — people we did
not know and likely would never meet again. Each of us
quickly discovered the difference God had called us to make
in this devastated place. We arrived not knowing where to
begin in a seemingly endless reclamation endeavor and soon
uncovered the purpose God had in mind for us all along.
When we pulled out of our driveway, bound for Louisiana
at 3 a.m., we were giddy with excitement. Perhaps we were to
become “hurricane heroes”! For the next week, we knew we
would be committed to bringing emergency relief to thousands
of displaced people. However, our actual mission took us all by
surprise. God had worked behind the scenes to orchestrate a
far more beautiful story than we could have dreamed.
Our tools that week were crowbars, chisels, hammers, axes,
shovels, and wheelbarrows. Fashion sense flew out the window
as we suited up each day in white Tyvek® suits, gloves, boots,
goggles, and respirator masks. We were joined in work by a
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Taking a break in their clean-up efforts

63-year-old gentleman from Chicago named Frank. We simply
called him “the new guy” as we drew him into our circle of
friends and entered the world of mold, mud, and mayhem.
Imagine with me your own home after a storm surge and
the ensuing floodwaters. Consider the effect of 13 feet of water
entirely covering the first floor and going into the second
floor bedrooms. Every piece of furniture and decor had been
submerged in water for many days. By the time we arrived,
almost three months had passed since the water subsided,
yet the mark it left was devastating. Every floor bore six to 12
inches of mud and sewage. Mold was alive and growing up
walls, across ceilings, and in furniture.
The unspoken became real on that first day when “the new
guy” proclaimed it “hopeless.” Frank verbalized, with his voice
of experience, that gutting such a large home was indeed a
hopeless job. There were just 10 of us, and six were women
not accustomed to such exhausting work. We were David up
against Goliath. But we knew what Frank could not know.
Frank was perplexed when we instinctively gathered in a
circle, bound by trust in God, and prayed for His help. Not
only did we pray for our effort, but we committed the Jennings
family to God. This was their home. We wanted them to see
Jesus through us, even if we never met them.
As each day unfolded, new opportunities revealed
themselves. We met the homeowner and presented him with a
Bible signed with love from our hearts. Our prayers continued

God had worked behind the
scenes to orchestrate a far more
beautiful story than we could
have dreamed.
as the pile of debris we carted out of the house rose to six
or seven feet high. By the second day, it spanned the entire
curbside in front of the house. We worked harder than we had
ever worked before. The more our team labored, the more they
praised God in song and word. At the same time, “the new
guy” was watching. We just didn’t know it.
During our lunch breaks and trips to and from the site,
Frank began to ask a lot of questions. On the second day he
shared his spiritual journey with me as we sat on the ground
eating a cold sandwich. He had spent a great deal of his life
doing good deeds for other people. His background was widely
varied in matters of the heart, and he was certain God would
not turn away his best efforts. Our team prayed more fervently
now, not that we would simply finish the work, but that our
“new guy” would come to Christ.
We began to see that the chaos of New Orleans was only
part of the story. Each of us was beginning to sense a mission
beyond ourselves and what we could offer. We realized that it
was never about us, but it had always been about holding out
the hope of peace through Christ to all we met.
As we sifted through the upper story rooms, we attempted to
recover any mementos not wet or molded. Only a few things
on the very highest shelves were spared ruin. We gathered a
small pile to present to the family on our last day there. It was
at that moment that we all understood the enormity of their
loss. The remnants of 29 years of marriage and the joy of two
children fit in one small box.
It is true that this family has more than a home to rebuild.
They are faced with the challenge of rebuilding a life. Their
jobs are gone, friends relocated, and their hearts are broken.
Yet in the center of this overwhelming set of circumstances
stands Jesus Christ, the living Son of God. How can they see
Him without the impact of committed believers serving in this

hard-hit area? We thought that was the reason we were there.
We had even envisioned sharing a wonderful testimony of
God’s love to them on that last day.
Instead, on our final day, with the help of our co-workers
(19 Cedarville students in all) we finished the work God had
given us to do. The house became a beehive of activity as we
completed the gutting of every nook and cranny of the once
proud brick home. We cheered in amazement as the last bit
of that home rested curbside, awaiting the backhoe driver
and dump truck. The homeowners did not reappear. There
would be no expressions of gratitude or heartwarming hugs,
and so we turned to leave. It was over. We would leave for
Ohio in the morning.
That night at devotions, Frank, “the new guy,” stood and
began to testify of the changes going on in his heart during
the course of this week. He recounted how the Cedarville
team had worked and served with more joy and love than he
had ever seen. He publicly told the gathering of workers how
he had witnessed Jesus at the work site every day. We were
moved.
Earlier in the day, when asked what evidence he had that
he would obtain a place in heaven, he had no answer. We
pressed scriptures into his hands the next morning as we
boldly prayed together for his conversion. Frank hopped in
his car and returned to Chicago. We arrived in Ohio the next
day. His spiritual need was still on our hearts.
Two days later, I received an e-mail from Frank. It simply
began, “I now know the answer!” Thanks to the computer’s
“forward” button, our entire team was soon aware of the
details of his spiritual birth. Our mission was complete. God
had a man in Chicago that had heard it all, but he needed to
travel to New Orleans to see Christ in action. He had to see
the walk of love and the genuine commitment to Christlike
living in the lives of these students before he was convinced.
Frank “the new guy” is now a new creation in Christ!
John ’67 and Ruth Hussey Hess ’67 reside in Xenia, Ohio and
both work at Cedarville University. John is director of student
teaching and licensure, while Ruth is an adjunct instructor of
education.
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Prepared by A Prof

by Paul Jones ’70

simple question can be the catalyst
that unleashes thoughts long
buried. Such was my experience
recently when a fellow alumnus asked my
impressions of my time at the ’Ville. My
immediate response was to talk about how
much I appreciated my years at Cedarville,
which in turn prompted the killer question:
“Why?” After a brief pause to collect my
thoughts, I told him of my freshman
roommate, Dan Liechty ’70, who became
my best friend and remains so to this day.
I spoke of the education I received, which
I contend is second to none. And I praised
various instructors I had, men and women with names like
Gromacki, Fisher, Murdoch, Riggs, Greenwood, and Reed, to
name a few. And then another name flashed into my mind:
Ed Spencer.
Yes, Ed Spencer. He had been my faculty advisor my
freshman year and was advisor to my class. It was then that a
long suppressed thought resurfaced: this man had a profound
impact on my life.
Reflecting on that rediscovered fact, my thoughts began to
form as to why exactly he played such an important role in
my college experience, and almost immediately three reasons
became clear. First was the personal interest he showed in his
students. This was typified by an incident early in my first
semester, and I remember it
as if it were yesterday. It was
a Saturday morning and my
roommate (the aforementioned
Mr. Liechty) and I had not yet
persuaded ourselves that we
should get out of our bunk beds
and head to the library when
we heard a knock at our dorm
door. Stumbling to the door, we
discovered it was Ed Spencer,

who had stopped by just to visit, which he
proceeded to do for the next two hours
or so! There was joking and teasing and
friendly banter back and forth, and it was
not until years later that it occurred to me
how unique it was that a member of the
faculty would show such a personal interest
in two lowly freshmen.
The Class of 1970 was a high-spirited
class, and that was evident even during
our freshman year. Recognizing a gap
in the social calendar as we approached
Christmas, the class decided to sponsor a
Christmas program and invite the entire
student body. The years have mercifully dulled the details,
but the general theme of the program was a variety show
with singing (probably involving Lyle Anderson ’70) and a
skit written, produced, and acted by the freshman class. This
high quality piece of entertainment required the appearance
of a Christmas elf (long before Will Ferrell was a gleam in his
parents’ eyes), and not too surprisingly, none of the students
were particularly eager to don the elf outfit and appear on stage
in front of the student body. However, the show had to go on,
and so Ed Spencer agreed to play the critical role, elf outfit and
all. Need proof? Then see the accompanying photo. I doubt few
realized at the time that this simple act of uninhibited revelry
actually reflected a deeper quality of character: a commitment
to be engaged in the lives of the
students in his charge, even if
doing so required that he not
take himself too seriously.
After graduation, I saw Ed
Spencer from time to time,
but as the years progressed,
the return trips to Cedarville
grew less frequent. Periodically

I doubt few realized at the time
that this simple act of uninhibited
revelry actually reflected a
deeper quality of character: a
commitment to be engaged in the
lives of the students in his charge,
even if doing so required that he
not take himself too seriously.
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I would hear of Mr. Spencer from a
1966, he could have been excused for
friend or fellow alumnus, but years
being a busy young professor trying
passed before we saw each other again.
to establish his career and burnish his
In fact, the “reunion,” if one can call it
academic credentials, and therefore
that, occurred entirely by accident.
a man far too busy preparing for his
Our family was attending a high
life to be involved in mine. Yet after
school football game where our
all these years, as I reflect on that
nephew’s team was playing Cedarville
important period from 1966 to 1970,
High. As we entered the gate, there,
I am grateful for Ed Spencer because
standing in front of me, larger than
he was willing to avoid the temptation
life and essentially unchanged by the
to prepare to live — he simply lived.
years, was Ed Spencer. Our eyes met
His personal involvement in my life,
and there was instant recognition.
his engagement in my life and that
Paul ’70 and Lona Shafer Jones ’72
What followed was one of those
of countless other students, and his
wonderful experiences where two old
continuing interest in our wellbeing
friends try to catch up on all the details from the missing years.
over time have led me to conclude that he is in fact one of the
Mr. Spencer was very inquisitive: he asked about my wife, our
most influential people in my entire life.
children, my brother (Keith ’75, who had also had Mr. S for an
Thank you, Ed Spencer!
advisor), and on and on. As we parted it dawned on me that
this was a unique moment: a faculty member, an advisor, and
Paul has recently moved to Troy, Ohio with his wife,
now a friend, who after all the years was still genuinely and
Lona (Shafer) ’72. They can be reached via e-mail at
personally interested in a former student.
shaferjones@yahoo.com.
Boris Pasternak (of “Dr. Zhivago” fame) said: “Life is meant
to live, not to prepare to live.” When I first met Ed Spencer in

... as I reflect on that important period
from 1966 to 1970, I am grateful for
Ed Spencer because he was willing to
avoid the temptation to prepare to live —
he simply lived.
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A Collection of Memories:
Cedarville Building Blocks
Esther Chesebro Smith ’58

Bill Williams ’77

ack in 1954 when God
led me to Cedarville
College, I was a petrified
freshman wondering how I
could possibly do all that was
asked of me. My four years
were mind- and spirit-building:
prayer in every class and chapel
every day. Every professor and
Christian service assignment
left a positive touch on my life
as during those days I regularly
asked the Lord to help me to
be doing what He wanted me
to do.

hen I arrived
on Cedarville’s
campus in the
fall of 1973, I was like a
newborn babe, longing for the
pure milk of the Word that
I [might] grow (I Peter 2:2).
Having committed my life to
Jesus Christ just a year earlier,
I landed on campus with only
a rudimentary understanding
of the Scriptures. My K-12
education took place at a large
urban public educational
system, where my mind was
filled with “speculations and every lofty thing raised up against
the knowledge of God …” (II Cor. 10:5a). In great contrast,
Cedarville University provided me with an education rooted in
the Word. Through classes such as “Foundations of Education,”
“Theology,” and “Biblical Interpretation,” I began to develop a
Christian philosophy of education.
Also at Cedarville, I met my bride, Ruth (Battaglia) ’78.
During a chapel service in 1974, God called us to serve Him
in the Christian school ministry. Over the years we have tried
to live in obedience to that calling. Today Ruth and I help
young people develop a Christian worldview at Worthington
Christian Schools (Columbus, Ohio), where she is a
kindergarten teacher and I serve as the superintendent.
Cedarville faithfully fed me the Word. At first it was in the
form of milk and later meat. God’s Word is unique in that
way. He knew what I needed at the time to help me grow.
More than 30 years later, I am still attempting to destroy the
“speculations” and bring every thought under the obedience
of Jesus Christ (II Cor. 10:5b). Theologians call it progressive
sanctification; I call it “becoming like Him.” Our children,
Josh ’01 and Melissa ’04, are fighting the same battle, but after
17 years of Christian education, I believe they are much better
equipped. I am forever indebted to the men and women at
Cedarville who poured their lives into me and my family so we
can grow up and think and act a little more like Jesus.

B

To put it simply, Cedarville
grew me into a young adult
who became a responsible
teacher and leader.
Through marriage, my husband’s passing, mothering, and
grandparenting, God has always been in my life. To put it
simply, Cedarville grew me into a young adult who became a
responsible teacher and leader. Cedarville professors taught
me well, and now God has placed me at the University of
Indianapolis where I teach education courses and supervise
student teachers. What a responsibility! I now see what
Cedarville had to see in me that I didn’t see then.
I want to thank Cedarville faculty and staff for nurturing a
struggling student into a teacher. Yes, your vision came true for
me because I now teach and touch lives forever.
Esther has spent 43 years educating others: from 1958 to 1998 she
was an elementary teacher, and in 1998 she began work at the
University of Indianapolis, where she still serves today.
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hen I graduated in 1967, I had planned to go on to
graduate school but decided God was calling me
into teaching. I had no formal education classes
at the ’Ville, so I relied heavily on my high school and college
notes to get me through my first year of teaching junior high
science.
The following summer I was asked to play on an all-star
soccer team being organized by Campus Crusade for Christ
for sports evangelism in Mexico. As we trained, I greatly
appreciated the Bible background at Cedarville, since the
majority of my teammates did not have a very solid Bible
knowledge foundation.
Following the Mexico trip, I was invited by Coach Don
Callan ’84H to come back and teach physical education at
Cedarville and coach the varsity soccer team. Once again,
Cedarville had prepared me well for this next step. Both the
major in biology and physical education enabled me to teach
classes like “Physiology of Exercise” and “Kinesiology.”
I left Cedarville in 1971 to teach and coach at a Christian
school system in California. That opportunity continued my
journey with Christian school education. I spent 19 years with
Christian United Schools of San Diego (CUSSD), starting as
a teacher/coach and then vice principal, principal, and finally
as superintendent. CUSSD has 2,200 students in two high
schools, two junior high schools, and five elementary schools.
During that time I also earned a master’s degree and doctorate
and served on the executive board of the Association of
Christian Schools International (ACSI).
After spending five years as a superintendent for a Christian
school in Grand Rapids, Michigan, I became the regional
director for the ACSI Mid-America Region in 1994. This
district was comprised of 10 states and grew to more than 600
schools and 100,000 students by 1999. When the region was
divided, I became the director of the ACSI Ohio River Valley
Region (Kentucky, Ohio, and West Virginia) where I presently
serve today. So I guess you could say I have come full circle.
I started in Ohio at the ’Ville, and now the ’Ville is in my
region as a member of ACSI. God is good!
Randy and his wife, Joyce (Sommerfeld) ’71, reside in Malvern,
Ohio. They have two sons: Randy and Tim.
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Tom ’88 and Meg Irving Fite ’89 have partnered with Rick ’87 and Lana Olson
Seidel ’88 for 15 years (Left to right: Rick, Lana, Meg, and Tom).

G

rowing up I had few friends who seemed to love the
Lord like those I met at Cedarville. I really wanted
that sincere relationship with God for myself, and so
one day in my dorm room I gave my life to Christ. If I wasn’t
saved before, I was at that moment, and God began to do
amazing things in my life. I began wanting to please Him, and
He gave me great friends and role models who encouraged
me in my walk with the Lord. This was the most significant
thing that happened to me at Cedarville.
My years of playing soccer at Cedarville were a positive
experience athletically, but more importantly, relationally.
During those years many amazing people — including faculty
and staff — came into my life and ultimately shaped me.
Today, I am the founder/director of On Goal Ministries
(www.ongoal.org). Our ministry uses soccer to lead people
toward life’s greatest goal — knowing Jesus. On Goal partners
with churches and runs soccer camps, inner-city programs,
and soccer leagues in the U.S. and U.K. The connection to
Cedarville continues to impact our life and ministry. Some of
our board members, supporters, and many of the pastors we
work with are Cedarville alums, while many of our summer
coaches are current Cedarville soccer players. It’s awesome
to continue the Cedarville relationship and to have the
opportunity to encourage other young men and women who
are making life direction decisions.
Over the years I have come to realize and appreciate how
important Cedarville has been in shaping who I am today.
At Cedarville I found Christ, friends, encouragement, my
wife, and God’s purpose for my life. You can’t beat that!
Tom and his wife, Meg (Irving) ’89, reside in Cincinnati, Ohio.
They have four children: Atalie, Seth, Olivia, and Stephen.
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Alumnotes
50s

David Gardner ’56 and his wife, Lois, praise God for
the blessing of serving Him in beautiful Hawaii. They
have had many opportunities to witness, but many of the
people are so busy making a living they don’t think they
have time for God. The Gardners rejoice with the 40 to
50 people that come to their Sunday morning service.

60s
Norm ’64 and Evelyn Thoms Nicklas ’64 seek
to make good progress in American church planting in
2006. They would like to start two Hispanic churches,
recruit three new couples to join the Association of
Baptists for World Evangelism (ABWE), and finalize three
target cities for new church plants.
Dennis Bellew ’65 and his wife, Frances, report that
the International Bible College (IBC) campuses in New
York City have faced some decline in enrollment due to
the oil price increase. Pray that the students will be able
to continue their studies. The IBC Library needs to grow
to meet the research demands of the students.
If you have some books you would like to donate,
please contact the Bellews at dabellew@juno.com.
Gary Holtz ’67 and his wife, Betty, enjoy assisting
local churches in identifying mission fields on their
neighborhood college campuses and establishing outreach
ministries. They are excited about the new Campus Bible
Fellowship at Wayne State University in Michigan.
Mark ’67 and Beth Ziegler Trimble ’67 express
gratitude for the many ministry opportunities they have
had in Brazil. A summer drought in the Amazon offered

CU Grads Impact
Christian Radio
When the National
Religious Broadcasters
Convention convened in
Dallas in February, no one
could say that Cedarville
University was not well
represented. The proceedings Dr. David Jeremiah ’63
and Paul Gathany ’63
were emceed by Wayne
share a moment at the
Shepherd ’73, who hosts the National Religious Broadcasters
radio programs “In the Studio
Convention in Dallas.
with Michael Card,” “MBN
Open Line,” and “Walk in the Word.”
“Turning Point,” a nationally broadcast Christian
radio program featuring the Bible teaching of
Dr. David Jeremiah ’63, was named Best Radio
Teaching Program. (To learn more about David’s radio
program, visit www.turningpointradio.org.)
And, Cedarville’s own CDR Radio Network, under the
leadership of Paul Gathany ’63, was named Station
of the Year by Crown Financial Ministries (read more on
page 9).
Many thanks to those who are working through the
air waves to disciple believers and spread the gospel of
Jesus Christ!
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opportunities to show people that the gospel always
offers new life. Continue to pray for the final phase of
church construction.
Chuck Truxton ’67 and his wife, Bev, have served in
Nigeria for 32 years. They praise God for the progress
they have made in getting people educated about HIV/
AIDS, and they look forward to all the work that is left
to do.
Joe ’68 and Sharon Tallman Hollaway ’68 have
left their ministry in Ireland due to Sharon’s health. They
are grateful for the way God made the transition from
Ireland go much more quickly than anticipated. Continue
to pray for Sharon’s health needs and the many decisions
that need to be made.
Dan Lacey ’68 and his wife, Betty, had many privileges
to minister at several churches in France this past year.
They ask for prayer concerning Dan’s health, because he
was diagnosed with cancer in 2005.
John Rueck ’68 and his wife, Faye, spent the first part
of 2006 on home assignment in Indiana. They praise the
Lord for allowing their entire family to be together over
the holidays. Now back in Hungary, they are excited to
continue in the preparations for the many Good News
Clubs that are planned.
Dan ’69 and Carol Beerer Kinniburgh ’69
celebrated their 35th wedding anniversary on
July 4, 2005. They reside in Marion, Montana.

70s
Sue Farley ’71 enjoys her work at International
Christian School in Hong Kong. She is thankful for the
many evangelistic opportunities she has and the privilege
of being a part of many students’ lives.
Larry ’72 and Nancy Leapline Allen ’70 serve
the Lord in Bangladesh. They are seeking wisdom and
direction concerning a new ministry with the youth of
Chittagong.
Karen Syphers Knowles ’73 recently received
her master of education degree from Olivet Nazarene
University. She is a kindergarten teacher in the Kankakee
(Illinois) School District. Her husband, Thomas ’74, is a
professor of education at Olivet Nazarene University.
Barb Cooper Klumpp ’74 and her husband, Phil, are
thrilled to be reaching out to Filipinos in Pennsylvania.
They praise God for a church building that was given to
them to be used for Filipino work.
Paul Beck ’76 and his wife, Becky, were given the
responsibility of caring for an infant from a local
children’s home in the Philippines last summer. They were
to care for her until she was thriving and able to fit back
into the routine of the children’s home.
Jon ’76 and Dee Perry Mitchell ’76 share that
funds are still needed for the building project in Brazil,
but they are so thankful for the sacrificial gifts made in
2005. They look forward to a World Cup Soccer outreach
in June.
Patty Neely Zemmer ’76 and her husband, Dave,
continue to minister in Brazil. Patty oversees the music
ministry at their church and is working with others to
make it a more effective worship for God’s glory. They
are planning to implement a leadership training program
this year.
Joe Kesler ’77 has moved his family of seven to
Missoula, Montana. He announces the near completion of
his first Christian rap album.
Susan Felty Mains ’79 and her husband, Reuben,
report that there is much recovery and restoration
work that still needs to be done in Grenada due to the

destruction Hurricane Ivan left over one year ago. They
were encouraged by the news that a government civil
servant will help in searching for a suitable piece of
property for Berean Christian Academy.
Dean Scott ’79 has created a Web site for singles in
the Reformed tradition. Endorsed by the Presbyterian
Church Association, Sovereign Grace Singles is designed
so that Calvinists can meet like-minded individuals. For
more information, visit www.sovereigngracesingles.com.

80s
Ruth Yocom ’80 arrived back in Bangladesh in
November 2005. She was excited to get back to where
she believes God has called her to serve.
Nancy Hall DeValve ’81 and her husband, John, plan
to leave for Niger this summer. They are thankful for
those who have faithfully supported them for the past
21 years.
Linda Gawthrop ’81 recently received national
senior profession human resource certification. She is
the director of mobilization with WorldVenture, a mission
agency located in Littleton, Colorado.
Ron Hobar ’82 reports that the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes has gone national with their youth
baseball strategy. Visit www.fcabaseball.org and
register to become a member. Membership benefits will
include resources to assist team leaders and players in
developing physically, spiritually, mentally, emotionally,
and relationally.
Gary Brewer ’84 and his wife, Kathy, continue to
thank the Lord for His faithfulness to them in their
ministry with Bibles International and Baptist MidMissions in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Gary is working
closely with the finance and office management while
still managing the projects department. He will travel
overseas once each year to oversee the construction of
the translation centers in India, Chad, and Papua New
Guinea.
Debbie Dower ’84 is the school psychologist at Black
Forest Academy in Germany. This year she will also
organize and provide leadership to a new division within
the school, the Special Services Division. This division will
encompass the departments of the discovery program,
English as a second language, counseling, and speech
and language.
Becki Payton Konuch ’84 and her husband, Tim,
have settled into their home in Milton Keynes, England,
where they serve with ABWE. They have begun to survey
existing churches to help them determine the best
location for a new church plant. They have two sons:
Jonathan (6) and Benjamin (2).
Janet Hazen Pearson ’85 and
her husband, Jim, announce the birth
and adoption of their daughter, Molly
Margaret. She was born July 10, 2005
in Guatemala, and they welcomed her
into their arms November 15, 2005.
Big brother Grant (2) is excited about
his new sister. They reside in Dayton, Ohio.
Tony Pepe ’85 continues to ask for prayer that their
youth group in France would realize the importance of
attending Sunday morning services on a regular basis.
He is pleased that two girls have been faithfully trying
to do this.

Alum Honored by CASA
Becky Combs ’95 received the Friends of CASA
Award in November 2005 from Greene County (Ohio)
CASA. CASA is a national child advocacy volunteer
organization which trains citizens to act as courtappointed representatives for children.
As a caseworker for Greene County Children Services,
Becky acts as a liaison between CASA and Children
Services and helps train adults who want to be CASA
volunteers. The training involves role playing, and Becky
has helped rewrite some of the documentation used in
the exercises. Those around her have described Becky as
caring, conscientious, dedicated, and sensitive.
Becky resides in Fairborn, Ohio and can be reached
at 937-873-8202 or bluebecky2001@cs.com.

Lyle Campbell ’87 and his wife,
Tina, announce the birth of their
daughter, Lorelai Wisteria, on
November 18, 2005. They reside in
Akron, Ohio.
Lynell Smith ’88 enjoys teaching
English classes in Brazil. She is thankful for the many
opportunities she has to share the gospel.
Craig ’89 and Tricia Kellogg Fee ’91 serve with Life
Action Revival Ministries in Michigan. They have three
boys: Andrew (9), Benjamin (7), and Christian (5).

90s
Kim Cox Anderson ’90 and her
husband, Keith, announce the birth of
Benjamin Carl on June 22, 2005. He was
welcomed home in Columbus, Ohio by his
brothers, Marc, Scott, Joshua, and Keith
Michael.
Meg Wheeler Derrer ’90 and her husband, Ron,
announce the birth of Henry Faxon on August 29, 2005.
He joins his sister, Ellen (2), at home in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Meg is the director of marketing and public
relations at Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital, and
Ron is a school psychologist.
Kevin Howells ’90
and his bride, Vanessa,
were married
June 19, 2005 in
Chicago. Kevin is the
director of development
for Inner City Impact,
and Vanessa is a vice president at Northern Trust Bank.
Melynda Moody
Wisniewski ’90 and her
husband, Anthony, announce
the birth of Anthony John III
on January 27, 2004. Their
daughter, Jaclyn Alexandra,
was born February 23, 2003
in Guatemala and joined
their family on March 30, 2004. They reside in Raleigh,
North Carolina.

Dan ’91 and
Bridgot Vissman
Byrum ’86 are
missionary appointees
to The Gambia, West
Africa with ABWE. Dan
will be working as a
hospital administrator,
and Bridgot will
work with women’s
ministries. They have four children: Hannah (14),
Dan (12), Natalie (9), and Ethan (5).
Wendy Miller
Orchard ’91 and
her husband, Paul,
announce the birth of
Kyle Justin on
July 21, 2005.
He joins his brothers,
Brendan (9), Ryan (7),
and Trevor (5), at home in Xenia, Ohio.
Butch ’92 and Dawn
Hicks Davis ’90
announce the birth of
Chloe Marie. She was born
September 16, 2005 and
was welcomed home by
her siblings, Emma (7) and
Liam (3), in Ticonderoga,
New York. Butch is the business manager for the local
church ministries department at Word of Life Fellowship,
Inc. Dawn is enjoying her opportunity to homeschool
Emma and care for the children.
Lori Lindner French ’92 and her family enjoyed
a wonderful time of home assignment during most
of 2005. They were thankful for the opportunities to
acquaint their kids with a variety of American traditions
and experiences. They arrived back in the Philippines in
January 2006.
Amy Edwards Stikovich ’92
and her husband, Peter, announce
the birth of Ava Gillian on
September 17, 2005. They reside
in West Dundee, Illinois. Ava
was delivered by her aunt, Jill
Edwards ’93, who is a certified
nurse midwife.
Curt ’93 and Angie Henry
Pearson ’94 announce
the birth of Sierra Grace on
November 28, 2005. She
was welcomed home by six
siblings, Ashley (12),
Megan (10), Bryan (8), Krista (6), Tyler (4), and
Caleb (2), in Corning, Iowa.
Brian ’94 and Gina
Kendig Bolger ’93
announce the births of their
daughters. Kara Elizabeth
was born April 13, 2001.
Identical twins Elena Kate
and Lydia Arwen were born two months premature on
January 5, 2005. Elena Kate was stillborn, and Lydia
Arwen spent three weeks in neonatal intensive care and
is now doing well. Brian is an academic editor for Baker
Publishing Group, and Gina is a librarian at Cornerstone
University. They reside in Ada, Michigan.

A First in Creation Research
Dr. Georgia Hickman
Purdom ’94 can remember
hearing Ken Ham, president
of Answers in Genesis (AiG),
speak in Cedarville University
chapel. Now she’ll be working
for the creation advocate and
accomplishing a dream of her
own at the same time.
Starting in June, Georgia will
Chris, Georgia
be a full-time speaker, writer, and (Hickman) ’94, and
researcher for AiG. This makes
Elizabeth Purdom
her, according to AiG, the first
female Ph.D. scientist currently engaged in full-time
research/lecturing for a “literal Genesis” creationist
organization. Georgia says this job fulfills a dream that
she has had for several years, after she noticed that
there were not many women engaged in even part-time
creation research and lecturing.
With a Ph.D. in molecular genetics from The Ohio
State University, Georgia is currently an associate
professor of biology at Mount Vernon Nazarene
University. Her work in the creationist movement
includes the presentation “The Intelligent Design
Movement: How Intelligent Is It?” (which is available
on DVD) and a chapter in the new AiG book War of the
Worldviews. More information about Georgia and her
materials is available at www.answersingenesis.org.
Darryl ’94 and
Wendy Weyand
Hammock ’95
announce additions to
their family. Seven-yearold twins Jawuana and
Jawuan were adopted
in January 2005. Their
other adopted son,
Jontley (11), became a
Hammock in 2002. Darryl is the pastor of youth and
church growth at Whitehall Baptist Church, and Wendy
works in the Bible teaching leadership resource group at
the State Convention of Baptists. They reside in Whitehall,
Ohio.
Pearl Huber ’94 and
Joseph Swaim were
married July 16, 2005 at
Manahawkin Baptist Church
in Manahawkin, New Jersey.
After a honeymoon in North
Carolina, they have made
their home in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Pearl is a
homemaker, and Joseph is
in car sales and is assistant
pastor at Faith Independent Baptist Church.
Georgia Hickman Purdom ’94
and her husband, Chris, announce
the adoption of Elizabeth Ellen Jian
Purdom. Elizabeth was adopted from
China in January 2005 and is now
two years old.
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Dale Radcliff ’94
and his wife, Jennifer,
announce the birth of
Amalie Joyce on July 22,
2005. She was welcomed
home by her big brother,
Andrew, in Hilliard, Ohio.

Joe Slavens ’94 and his
wife, Broni, announce the birth
of Isabella Jade Callister on
September 19, 2005. Joe is a
resident director at Multnomah
Bible College in Portland, Oregon.

Bittersweet Joy
Brian and
Julie Martindale
Neils ’96 and
their two-year-old
daughter, Olivia,
were expecting a
double-delivery of
joy in their home.
Julie was pregnant with twins — a boy and a girl.
But their excitement became fear when at 28 weeks
Julie went into preterm labor. Everything seemed to
stabilize, but then doctors discovered that the baby boy’s
heart had stopped beating. His umbilical cord had gotten
twisted, cutting off his nourishment.
Julie was hospitalized for a month as doctors tried to
give the remaining baby as much development time as
possible. At roughly six months, the twins were delivered
by C-section. The Neils named them Leyton Frederick
and Lauren Hope. “Lauren means ‘victorious one,’”
explained Julie, “and we are thankful to God for her
life.”
Lauren weighed 3 pounds and 15 ounces and spent
seven weeks in neonatal intensive care. After many
ups and downs, including a very worrisome bacterial
infection and episodes in which she stopped breathing,
she was able to come home on November 30, 2005.
The Neils held a memorial service for Leyton on
November 5, 2005. “These past few months have been
full of unspeakable grief, bittersweet joy, and physical
and emotional exhaustion,” remarked Julie. “There are
no words to fully describe all that we are going through,
but we are grateful to so many of you who have
surrounded us with love and prayers. … We anxiously
look forward to the day when we will be a complete
family and can hold our little boy again.”
In reflecting on Leyton’s death, Julie added, “All of
life is ultimately about heaven. Leyton’s short time on
earth reminds us every day that, as believers, we live
to help make heaven a reality for those headed for an
eternity without Jesus. May heaven be richer because he
lived.”
The Neils live in Colorado Springs, Colorado and can
be reached at 719-638-4466, julieneils@netzero.com,
or Brian.neils@fotf.org. Brian is in his 10th year with
Focus on the Family. Julie continues to serve as director
of media relations with Exodus International.
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Elizabeth Moon Brinkley ’95
and her husband, Tim, announce
the birth of Christian Lucas. He
was born August 18, 2005 and
joins his brother, Austin (3), in
Ypsilanti, Michigan. Tim works
in landscaping, and Liz stays at
home with the boys and is the
coordinator for the Mothers of
Preschoolers (MOPS) group at their church.
Dayton
McEwen ’95
and his wife, Bev,
announce the
birth of Claire
Jean on June 18,
2005. She joins
her sister, Karys
Kate (2), in Jupiter, Florida, where they are blessed
to attend Grace Immanuel Bible Church. Dayton is the
director of operations for the Canadian branch of his
company, Stainsafe, Inc. Bev loves being at home to love,
train up, and be with their girls.
Allan McGuire ’95 assisted with the relief work in
Pakistan in December 2005. He managed one of the
communication centers for Partners in Aviation and
Communications Technology (PACTEC). PACTEC works
closely with ministries throughout the world.
Paul ’95 and Libby
Kennedy Miner ’97
and their son, Patrick
(18 months), live in
Whitefield, Maine. Paul
is the vice president
of consumer lending
at Skowhegan Savings Bank, one of Maine’s largest
community banks. In October 2005, Paul traveled to
the Dominican Republic for a short-term mission project.
He was excited to see the two children that their family
sponsors.
Tami Doden
Best ’96 and her
husband, Brian,
announce the births
of Chloe Sophia on
May 6, 2004 and Carlinn Olivia on
September 21, 2005. Their two sisters,
Audra (4) and Sadie (2), enjoy having them as part of
the family. They reside in Garrett, Indiana.
Laura Boothe
Blackwood ’96 and her
husband, James, announce
the birth of Benjamin James
on September 15, 2003. He
is loved and adored by his
two sisters, Anna (5)
and Holly (4). James
received his doctorate in
mechanical engineering
in May 2004. They live in
northern Alabama and enjoy
ministering at Hope Evangelical Free Church.

James ’96 and Karen Ware Blumenstock ’96
report that the Asia Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS)
continues to grow and develop. They are so thankful for
the five families that work in Singapore with ABTS and
the two other families that are in the support-raising
process. They were able to spend the month of December
in the States visiting with family and introducing their
daughter, Ella (18 months), to them.
Dan Braswell ’96 and his wife,
Lynne, announce the birth of Braydan
Charles on August 11, 2005. Dan is in
his 10th year of teaching third grade
in his hometown of Barberton, Ohio.
Lynne is a stay-at-home mom and
part-time realtor.
Kristin Decker Delp ’96
and her husband, Rich,
announce the birth of
Allison Elizabeth on
March 15, 2005. Big sister
Abigail (3) welcomed
her home in Harleysville,
Pennsylvania. Kristin stays home with the girls, and Rich
is an electrical engineer.
Jason ’96 and Winona Monge
Driesbach ’97 announce the birth of
Samuel Martin on November 9, 2005.
Jason is an editor at Tyndale House
Publishers, and Winona is a labor and
delivery nurse. They are thankful to
God for His many blessings.
Melissa Hartman ’96 has been named the new head
volleyball coach at Cedarville University.
Derek ’96 and Yoshi Ikeda Johnson ’96 have
begun a new work with OASIS in Turkey. They teach high
school Bible at an international school where enrollment
recently jumped by 75%. They have two children:
Solon (4) and Megumi (2).
Dustin ’96 and Eve
Edsell Martin ’96
announce the birth
of their daughters.
Gwynyth Vivienne and
Madelyn Elena were
born September 18,
2002, and Isabella Rose
was born December 16, 2004. Dustin is pursuing a job
in theatre while continuing to act and direct plays around
Milwaukee. Eve works in the marketing department of
the Aldrich Chemical Company.

Dan ’96 and Kristen Frederick Nelles ’98
announce the birth of Audra Beth on July 11, 2004.
She was welcomed home by her big brother, Caleb (3),
in Galloway, Ohio.

Kevin ’96 and Hannah
Broeckert Sherd ’97 announce
the adoptions of Gage Marshall (4)
and Kayla Marie (3) on July 26,
2005, and Katelyn Beth (2) on
November 10, 2005. The children
were placed with the family two
years ago; now all are so thankful
the adoptions are finalized. Kevin is an electrical
engineer with the Midwest International Standards
Organization, and Hannah stays home with the children
in Noblesville, Indiana.
Bart ’97 and Emily Weber
Allen ’99 announce the birth of
Titus Joseph on March 14, 2005.
He joins his brother, Luke (3),
at home. The Allens graduated
in May from New Tribes Bible
Institute in Jackson, Michigan.
They are currently continuing the
training with New Tribes Mission
in Jersey Shore, Pennsylvania,
with the goal of becoming church
planters to tribal people who have never heard of Jesus
Christ. If you would like to find out more about their
plans, contact them at bartemily@juno.com.
Charlene Pool Dunn ’97
and her husband, Steve,
announce the birth of Tucker
Benjamin on September 5,
2005. He was welcomed
home by his brother, Samuel
Graham (2), in Medford, New Jersey. Steve works in
human resources outsourcing at Dunn Corp Resources,
and Charlene enjoys staying home with the boys.
Jeff Hock ’97 and his wife,
Erin, announce the birth of Aiden
Michael on June 8, 2004. Jeff
is the e-marketing manager for
www.Zlimit.com. They reside in
Monroe, Ohio.
Jennifer Ferris Larson ’97
and her husband, Michael,
announce the birth of Alec Paul
on March 31, 2005. He was
welcomed home by his brother,
Eric (3), in Roanoke, Virginia.
Jen works part-time as the nurse
manager of the Blue Ridge
Women’s Center, and Mike is the
property manager of Total Action Against Poverty-Head
Start.
Paul ’97 and Jill Avery Leiter ’97
announce the birth of Ellsie Marie. She
was born May 31, 2005 and joins her
sister, Allison (3), in Elkhart, Indiana.
Paul is a plant manager for Continental
Industries, and Jill stays at home with
the girls.
Daniel Rudd ’97
and his wife, Andrea,
recently finalized the
adoption of their twin
boys, Isaac and Will,
whom they took home
from the hospital seven
months ago. They
reside in North Muskegon, Michigan.

Gabe ’97 and Lisa
Vannatta Sava ’97
announce the birth of Alexis
Faith on December 3, 2004.
They reside in Carrollton,
Virginia, where Gabe is the
senior engineer for Northrop
Grummon Newport News. Lisa
works part-time as a registered nurse in a cardiovascular
office and loves staying home with Lexi the rest of the
time.
Jeff ’97 and Melissa Hewitt
Stanton ’97 announce the
birth of Helena Grace on April 4,
2005. Her siblings, Caleb (5) and
KayleighAnne (3), welcomed her
home in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Jeff
is working in IT management, and
Melissa enjoys staying at home
with the kids.
Bill Workman ’97
and his wife, Julie,
announce the birth
of Justin Lee on
October 13, 2005.
He joins his brother,
Alex, at home in
Westerville, Ohio.
Bill is currently in the family business, Miller Component
Sales, and Julie is a stay-at-home mom.
Julie Wires Clark ’98
and her husband, Matthew,
announce the birth of
Kinslee Elizabeth on
August 4, 2005. Madison (4)
and Braden (2) awaited
her arrival. The family has
recently relocated to Springfield, Ohio.
Michelle Boehm Garman ’98 and her
husband, Clint, announce the birth of Calix David on
October 14, 2005. Clint works for Lifeway for Youth,
which is a licensed child placement organization placing
children into therapeutic foster care/counseling. Michelle
enjoys staying at home to care for Calix after teaching
elementary students for the past seven years. They
reside in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Jodie Hager Hildenbrand ’98
and her husband, Jason, announce
the birth of Joanna Joy on
September 24, 2004. They look
forward to the birth of their son
in May 2006. Jodie is a registered
nurse, and Jason is a high school
math teacher. They reside in
Amanda, Ohio.
Craig Magrum ’98
and his wife, Gayle,
announce the adoption
of Eban Jacob. They
started fostering Eban
on February 3, 2005
when he was three
days old. His adoption was finalized on December 19,
2005 in Toledo, Ohio.

Andy ’98 and
Patricia Rice
Malone ’98 are
serving the Lord in
Central Asia. Patricia
is a nurse at CURE
International Hospital,
and Andy is working in road construction and project
management.
Ethan McQuinn ’98 received his juris doctor degree
from the University of Colorado School of Law in May
2005. He then passed the Colorado bar exam and was
admitted to practice law in Colorado. He is currently an
attorney at Anderson, Hemmat, and Levine in Denver,
Colorado.
Nikki Anderson Myers ’98 and her husband,
Dave, reside in Colorado Springs, Colorado with their
two children, Elizabeth “Ellie” Arwen (3) and Stephen
Rohan (1). Dave is an electrical engineer, and Nikki is
now pursuing her master’s degree at the University of
Colorado and coordinating their church’s outreach to a
local public elementary school. Previously, Nikki taught
at-risk students for four years.
Matt Rexford ’98 has completed his first recording of
original worship songs, which is titled The Story of Your
Glory. You can order the project at www.mattrexford.
com.
Tim Simon ’98 and his wife,
Susan, announce the birth of Caleb
Andrew on July 22, 2005. They
reside in Allentown, Pennsylvania,
where Tim works as a special agent
with the FBI and Susan enjoys her
time at home with Caleb.
Jana Wright
Bodag ’99
and her husband, Michael,
announce the birth of Elijah James
on October 22, 2005. He was
born with a heart defect called
“transposition of the great arteries,”
which, of course, means his arteries
were switched around. He had open
heart surgery at two weeks of age to correct the condition.
Big sister Madison (5) welcomed him home in Springfield,
Ohio. Jana teaches high school special education at
Graham Local Schools, and Michael is a program support
analyst at SafeNet, Inc.
Jason ’99 and Charity
Rizer Grahame ’98
announce the birth of Alexander
Richard on February 23, 2005.
He joins his sister, Brianna (2),
at home in Chesapeake,
Virginia. Jason is a physician
assistant for the Jordan Young
Orthopedic Institute, and
Charity enjoys being at home
with the kids. They are
celebrating God’s goodness in leading them to the
diagnosis of Charity’s celiac disease, which enabled her
health to improve dramatically once on the medically
restrictive diet.
Justin Martens ’99 and his wife, Cheryl,
announce the birth of Ryleigh Noelle.
She was born June 28, 2005 and joins
her sister, Brianna Nicole (2), at home in
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Holiday, Florida. Justin is a police officer with the Largo
(Florida) Police Department, and Cheryl is a stay-athome mom.

2000s
Heather Hannah Lee ’00
and her husband, Maurice,
announce the birth of Trenton
Joseph Emeric on July 23,
2005. He joins his sisters,
Marissa (9) and Bethany
(3), at home in Xenia, Ohio.
Maurice is working towards his master of social work
degree at the University of Cincinnati and works as
a discharge planner for Grandview Hospital. Heather
enjoys homeschooling and caring for the children.
Rebecca Leatherman
Michalak ’00 and her
husband, Jarrod, announce
the birth of Austin Eli on
April 11, 2005. Jarrod is an
automotive technician and
manages a family auto repair
business. Rebecca enjoys
staying at home with Austin, tutoring, and teaching
swimming lessons at the YMCA.
Christine Olbrich ’00
and Mike Murray were
married July 30, 2005
at Grace Bible Church in
Elmer, New Jersey. After
a two-week honeymoon
in Riviera Maya, they
returned to their home in
Woodstown, New Jersey.
Chris is teaching fifth and
sixth grade math, and Mike is a state trooper.
Paul ’00 and Ellen Laber
Swenson ’00 announce
the birth of Noah Clifford
on September 1, 2005. Big
brothers Samuel Paul and
Hazen Scott welcomed him
home in Newport Center,
Vermont. Paul works for an electrical wholesale company,
and Ellen is a full-time mom.
Jennifer Griffith ’01
and Scott Stone were
married July 23, 2005 at
East Valley Bible Church in
Gilbert, Arizona. After a
honeymoon in Aruba, the
couple moved to their new
home in Greensboro, North
Carolina. Scott is a captain
for Chautauqua Airlines,
and Jennifer is a substitute
teacher for Guilford County Schools.
Andrew ’01 and Sarah
Kanzeg Mellish ’01 announce
the birth of Matthew Joseph on
November 15, 2005. Andrew is a
communications specialist for Life
Issues Institute in Cincinnati, Ohio,
and Sarah is staying at home with
Matthew. The proud grandparents
are Ron ’70 and Christine Meyer Mellish ’72.
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Amber Zedwick
O’Neal ’01 and
her husband, Jeff,
announce the birth
of Brady James on
July 13, 2005. Amber
recently resigned as
a pediatric nurse at
Children’s Medical Center in Dayton, Ohio to take care of
the family.
Tim ’01 and Amanda
Pilgrim Priano ’00
announce the birth of twins,
Rebekah Lee and Joseph
Timothy, on April 18, 2005.
Tim works in financial
aid at the Art Institute of
Pittsburgh and is also the
organist for the Pittsburgh
Penguins. Amanda works
part-time at a law firm and enjoys staying home with
the twins.
Adam McCune ’02 and
Michelle Rigel ’04
were married
October 22, 2005 in
Indianapolis, Indiana.
After a honeymoon in
Gatlinburg, Tennessee,
they have made their
home in Fairborn, Ohio.
Both Adam and Michelle
serve at Cedarville
University. Adam works
for advancement services,
and Michelle is the
coordinator of regional alumni events and services in the
alumni relations office. Adam also became an ordained
minister on October 2, 2005.
Mandi Bustle
Powell ’02 and
her husband, Jason,
reside in Cincinnati,
Ohio. They have two
children, Tori (3) and
Jordan (18 months).
Mandi is a selfemployed childcare
provider, and Jason is an IT manager.
Jacob ’02 and Karin
Kokeny Pyles ’03 announce
the birth of Jackson Luke
on October 28, 2005. Jake
is employed by the State of
Ohio, and Karin is a nurse at
Kettering Medical Center. They
reside in Xenia, Ohio.
Brad ’02 and Melissa
Cortina VanHeukelum ’02
announce the birth of Riley
Allen on September 6, 2005.
Brad is a fourth year medical
student at the University of
Cincinnati (pursuing family
medicine). After three years
of teaching kindergarten,
Melissa now enjoys staying at
home with Riley.

Doug Bierer ’03 was
ordained to the ministry
in October 2005. He is the
associate pastor of Bethel
Baptist Church in Erie,
Pennsylvania.

Jared Frederickson ’03
and Shauna Verosky ’03
were married March 13, 2004
in Rochester, New York,
where they currently live.
They enjoyed a cruise in
the Caribbean on their
honeymoon. Jared is a
news photojournalist at the
NBC television station, and
Shauna is a technician supervisor for a private cardiologist
practice.
Jessica Dunning
Haynes ’03 and her husband,
Mark, announce the birth of Elijah
Philip on April 14, 2005. Jessica
works from home for Magnet
America, and Mark is a full-time
student at Piedmont Baptist
College studying missionary
aviation. They reside in WinstonSalem, North Carolina.
Matt ’03 and Katy Hult
Hazard ’03 were married
September 4, 2005 at
Grace Evangelical Church in
Indianapolis, Indiana, where
they now reside. Matt is a
technical writer at Quest
Information Systems, and
Katy is a grant writer for the
Indiana National Guard.

Emily Macdonald ’03
and Trevor Bonsell were
married August 27, 2005
at Heritage Fellowship
Church in Springfield,
Ohio, where they now
reside. Trevor is a system
support analyst at Assurant
Solutions, and Emily works
in media advancement for
CDR Radio at Cedarville
University.

Nicholas Walton ’03 and
Allison Hume ’01 were
finally married on June 19,
2005 after two years of
friends asking, “So when are
you two going to get married
already?” Nick and Allison
put 13 of those friends in
the wedding party so they
would stop asking. After a

honeymoon in Florida, they returned to their home in
Dayton, Ohio. Nick works for an IT company in Kettering,
and Allison teaches inner-city second graders in Dayton.
Todd Beall ’04 and Annie Stafford ’04 were
married March 5, 2005
at Grace Baptist Church in
Deerfield Beach, Florida.
The couple now resides in St.
Bonifacius, Minnesota, where
they both work at Crown
College. Todd is a multimedia
specialist and assistant soccer
coach, and Annie works in
the academic division. Annie
is also pursuing her master’s
degree in organizational
leadership.
Rachel Bender ’04 and
Sherwin Yoder were married
May 14, 2005 in Accident,
Maryland. After a honeymoon
in Vermont, the couple returned
to their home in Grantsville,
Maryland. Rachel is a registered
nurse in labor and delivery at
West Virginia University Hospital,
and Sherwin is pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in English and a master’s degree in
education at Frostburg State University.
Amy Dickey
Hinderer ’04 and
her husband, Robert,
announce the birth of
Alyssa Hope on
October 10, 2005. They
reside in Mahomet,
Illinois, where Amy works
for a real estate office.
Stephanie Taylor ’04
and Chad Monroe were
married June 25, 2005
at Grace Baptist Church in
Powder Springs, Georgia.
After a honeymoon in the
Bahamas, they returned to
their home at Ft. Rucker in
Enterprise, Alabama. Chad
is a second lieutenant in the
Army and is currently in flight school. Stephanie works
at Sylvan Learning Center and substitute teaches in the
local schools.
Drew Borton ’06 and
Kristin Jones ’05 were
married August 14, 2004
in Troy, Ohio. After a
honeymoon in California,
they returned to Cedarville
where Drew is finishing up his
senior year as a mechanical
engineering major and varsity
basketball player. Kristin is
the administrative assistant
in the alumni relations office at Cedarville. Following
graduation, Drew will be employed as an engineer at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.

Jeremy Willetts ’06
and Kelly Woodruff ’05
were married August 6,
2005 at Calvary Baptist
Church in Bellefontaine,
Ohio. After a honeymoon
in Tennessee, they returned
to Cedarville, where
Jeremy is finishing up his
senior year in preseminary
Bible and Kelly works in
the career services office.

In Memory Of
We extend our condolences to the families and friends of
these dear loved ones.
James Anderson ’38 went home to be with the Lord
on October 29, 2005. He was active in several societies
and committees in Monroe, Ohio and retired in 1981
from his medical practice. He is survived by many loving
family members, including his wife, Bertha.
Walter Johnson ’39 went home to be with the Lord
on November 11, 2005. He is survived by his wife,
Jean (Elliott) ’41.
Wayne Rader ’62 went home to be with the Lord on
November 16, 2005 in Pennsylvania. Wayne had taught
ninth grade English in the Seneca Valley School System
for 35 years. He had also been very active in the local
church. His wife, Nancy (Warkentin) ’63, their three
sons, and other family members await the day they will
be reunited in heaven.
Ken Weddle ’71 went home to be with the Lord
on November 18, 2005 in Aurora, Illinois. Ken had
been the pastor of Central Bible Church since 1994.
He and his wife, Linda, regularly spoke at camps and
leadership conferences. Recently, Ken had finished
writing the Pastor’s Role Training Book for Awana Clubs
International.
Scott Rieck ’04 graduated to glory on January 23,
2006. He is survived by his parents, Kenneth and Susan,
and his sister, Karen ’07.

Face to Face
Danielle Petermann ’09 went home to be with
the Lord on December 16, 2005. Danielle and her
roommate, Amber Jones ’09, were on their way back
to campus following lunch in Springfield to celebrate
Amber’s 19th birthday. Amber’s car hit a patch of ice,
went left of center, and was hit by an oncoming car. The
accident broke Amber’s jaw in several places, and there
at the crash site Danielle immediately met her Savior
Jesus Christ face to face.
An early childhood
education and
psychology major,
Danielle was passionate
about serving others.
She was active in Joni
Eareckson Tada’s Joni
and Friends Ministries,
which provides retreats
for families affected
Danielle Petermann ’09
by disabilities, and the
Ohio Special Olympics.
Danielle also co-led a Sunday school class for children
who are deaf and served many other children with
special needs at her home church. Her passions and
talents included sign language, singing, playing the
piano, and worshipping Jesus.
Because Danielle was a graduate of Tree of Life
Christian School in Columbus, Ohio, memorial donations
may be made in her name to the Tree of Life Tuition
Assistance Fund. For more information, call
614-784-2795 or e-mail Nicole at nbompart@tolcs.org.
Cards and letters can be sent to Danielle’s parents,
Doug and Debra Petermann, at 496 Colonial Ave.,
Worthington, OH 43085. Debra shared, “Danielle
was only at Cedarville for one semester, but we have
been comforted by Cedarville parents we have never
met before. We are so grateful to the many Cedarville
families who have written to us to encourage us along
this very difficult road. We feel loved by these brothers
and sisters in Christ. Thank you from the bottom of our
hearts.”

Positions Available: Admissions Department
The admissions department seeks innovative,
goal-oriented individuals with excellent
customer service skills to work in a dynamic,
fast-paced environment.
Assistant Director of Admissions –
Guest Services
This supervisory position oversees all aspects
of the campus visit experience for nearly
8,000 prospective students and related guests
annually. Qualified applicants will possess
excellent communication and organizational
skills.

Coordinator for Intercultural Recruitment
This admissions counselor position provides
leadership in the recruitment and retention of
minority students. Minorities are encouraged
to apply.
Contact:
Human Resources Department
Cedarville University
251 N. Main St.
Cedarville, OH 45314
937-766-4125

www.cedarville.edu/employment/staffopenings.cfm
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Afterthoughts
In the spirit of the Inspire Winter 2005 issue on Hurricane
Katrina, Cherith Payne Kennedy ’05 had this to share:
When Hurricane Katrina
hurled herself towards the
Gulf Coast, I knew my
in-laws, Brent and Rita
Kennedy, were already on
call to join the first response
teams. It turned out that
only Rita could make the
trip this time, and all of a
sudden I felt God gripping Cherith Payne Kennedy ’05 hard at work
my heart. Immediately I
in Hattiesburg, Mississippi
called Rita and told her I had
to go, even though I had just graduated from CU and started
my job at Kindred Partners that summer.
God worked a miracle for me that day. Andrew Clauson ’05,
president of Kindred Partners, immediately gave me two weeks
off. The company sent me off with prayers, encouragement,
and the trip’s expenses financially covered. My husband,
Daniel ’04, also gave me his full support in making the trip. I
was overwhelmed by everyone’s prayers and encouragement.
I joined Rita and her team in Mississippi and began a journey
I will never forget. The first week was spent feeding and
ministering to displaced families. God really challenged me as I
spent time with families who were left with only the clothes on
their backs. I think they ended up blessing me and challenging
me more than I them. I learned how to touch lives simply by
giving someone a hug, a plate of hot food, by running and
playing games with a child, and by loaning out my cell phone
for families to contact relatives.
The second week Rita and I were part of a chainsaw crew
that headed further south to Hattiesburg, Mississippi. The
whole town was devastated. God used that week of hard labor
to deepen the bonds between Rita and me as we ministered
together cleaning up trees and limbs and encouraging families.
I came home feeling rather beaten and humbled, not only
physically but also emotionally. I left that devastated place
knowing that I would have a warm home to return to, and they
would live in a crowded hotel room or even a lobby for at least
another month or so. To say the least, my spirit was greatly
encouraged and uplifted when hundreds of Cedarville students
quickly volunteered to go south. My in-laws, who returned to
the coast several more times, were also really encouraged as
several CU teams worked alongside them in Biloxi.
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So when I look back and think about Hurricane Katrina,
the thing that strikes me the most is how the body of Christ
responded so quickly and so dramatically and how I got to be
a little part of it. I learned what it truly meant to be the hands
and feet of Christ. That fills me with a joy beyond words!
Also in the spirit of the Inspire Winter 2005 issue on Hurricane
Katrina, Jodie Patterson Gandolfi ’90 shares the following:
As the U.S. correspondent for
a national Australian newspaper,
I was sent on assignment to the
Astrodome in Houston, Texas one
week after Hurricane Katrina hit
to hear survivors’ stories and write
about their experiences. It was one of
the most gut-wrenching, profoundly
disturbing experiences I have
encountered in my journalism career.
Along with many Americans, I
watched the deluge of distressing
Hurricane survivor holding
news reports that swamped our
a Bible he was given by
television screens day after day
one of the many Christian
and wondered, “How could this
organizations volunteering at
be happening to one of the most
the Astrodome
powerful and richest nations on
earth?” But what stunned and sickened me most was the fact
that media such as CNN and Oprah Winfrey managed to make
their way to the Convention Center and the Superdome (where
people were dying for lack of water and medical attention) long
before the rescue crews ever got there. Sadly for many victims,
it was too late.
Despite all that, nothing that I had seen on television
prepared me for what I experienced when I stepped foot inside
the Astrodome in Houston. The once-famous sports arena
was transformed overnight into a makeshift camp for tens of
thousands of hurricane survivors. It was a sobering sight to
look upon a sea of some 20,000 people, knowing that their
whole lives’ possessions had been reduced to nothing more
than a change of clothes in a plastic bag.
It is assumed that the journalist’s role is to remain somewhat
uninvolved: get the facts, get the figures, get the photographs,
and get out. But suddenly, confronted by a sea of grief-stricken
faces, I became overwhelmed with the assignment and thought,
“Where do I start? What do I say?”
“God, help me,” I prayed.
For days I stayed at the Astrodome, as in raw anguish
survivors described their immense suffering and loss while
at the same time exhibiting great courage and will to survive
against all odds. I often found myself assuming the role of
social worker and grief counselor rather than just that of a

journalist, and I began to despair as I wondered where God
was in the midst of all this calamity. But one encounter with a
particular man changed all that.
I was on lunch break when I noticed a Salvation Army
worker handing out Bibles to storm victims. A frail, elderly
man reached out to receive the book. Upon realizing it was a
Bible, his face lit up with a smile, and tears started to well in his
eyes.
I went over to him, and he began to tell me of how he was
rescued after waiting for days on the roof of his home, storm
waters raging all around. “Have you lost everything?” I asked
him.
“Yes, I have,” he said, shaking his head and turning his face
to the ground. But then he looked up, clutched his Bible to his
heart, and said, “But look, I have everything I need, because I
have Jesus my Lord.”
His face beamed with unexplainable joy, bearing witness
to an unshakeable faith in God despite what he had just been
through. I began to cry as I realized God was really here in this
place after all. God was in the Astrodome: moving, pouring out
his Spirit on people to bring comfort, strength, love, and even
pure joy in the midst of overwhelming human tragedy.
There were many similar stories and testimonies to God’s
grace and strength that followed, and I left that place with a
deep sense of renewed faith in a God who doesn’t abandon His
people in their darkest hour of need.

him as he moves into his senior year. Sydney is happy as always.
She made the A-B honor role for the second straight semester
and continues to improve in soccer, tennis, and her new love of
playing her guitar.
I think I told you that my wife, Dana (Mosley) ’84, is an avid
pianist and was sick about losing our baby grand piano in the
storm. I just bought her an electric piano for Valentine’s Day,
and she is happily playing as I draft this note.
I want you to know that the impact of the Cedarville family
will be felt in our lives forever. Thank you again for letting
us tell our story of tragedy and victory following Hurricane
Katrina.
In the spring of 2004, Delta Alpha Epsilon (DAE is a group of
student leaders who volunteer to work with alumni relations)
raised enough money for the Porpiglia family to purchase
a communication device for their developmentally disabled
daughter, Tina. Claudia Whitestine Porpiglia ’79 writes:

Ray Johnson ’83, who was featured in the Winter 2005 Inspire,
shares an update:
We are finally getting
settled in our new home.
We recently bought some
living room furniture and
can now watch TV or
movies sitting somewhere
other than the floor. It
sure is nice to get some
normalcy back in our lives.
My daughter, Sydney, and
I had a great time talking
to the CU students when
they were here. We are truly
thankful for their sacrifice
Dana Mosley Johnson ’84 and
of both time and money. It
daughter Sydney
was a great inspiration and
blessing to have them down here.
Our future is very bright. Chase is applying to get into the
University of Southern Alabama. Zach is excelling in his soccer
down here on the coast. He has several universities looking at

Christmas was extra special because Tina was baptized
Christmas morning by her daddy (Paul, on the left) and our
pastor during our Christmas service. She had gone forward
the previous Sunday and used her communication device to
ask to be baptized. There was no doubt that she knew what she
was asking for, and she just beamed as she pushed the button
and the device said, “I want to be baptized.” Her love for Jesus
is evident without words, but it was really cool to “hear” her
express it to others.
Without her Dynavox, she could not have expressed her
desire to be baptized. I know that most of the DAE members
who were responsible for raising the money for the Dynavox
are probably gone from the ’Ville, but I want DAE to know how
the efforts they make impact others. This is just one example of
how we can make a difference in people’s lives!
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Preparing Students

You were once a student at Cedarville. Remember the things that
made your college experience special? Some of the highlights that
may stand out in your mind are the friendships you made, chapel,
and classes. These are the more obvious aspects, but did you consider
the preparation you received?
Preparing students, both spiritually and for their future careers,
is our job, but we can’t accomplish this alone. We still need the

Many students today need financial aid in order to obtain
higher education. Many of our students depend on the generous,
sacrificial giving of our Cedarville family. Because of these
thoughtful donors, our young men and women have the same
opportunity that you had to attend Cedarville.
If you have any questions about how you can help support
students through gifts to the Annual Fund, please visit the
University Web site at www.cedarville.edu or call us at
1-800-766-1115.

Annual Fund Office
Contact Jeff Brock ’84
brockj@cedarville.edu

help of people who are willing to sacrifice time in prayer as well as
financially support this ministry.

Exploring New
Horizons?
Life comes at you fast, and as time flies by
you may be thinking of career possibilities, or
even just exploring new horizons all together.
The career services office at Cedarville University
would like to help you as you get ready to
re-enter the job market, enter a whole new
career, or even just update your resume!
Our Web site is full of current job listings of
companies seeking Cedarville alumni in almost
every job avenue. Also, you will find advice
on networking, resumes, cover letters, and
interviewing. Want information on salaries and
economic estimates for career earnings? It’s all
there! You can update your information, stay
connected, and even involve your company in
our on-campus career events through CareerNet.
We help prepare students and alumni for their
career … and we are here for you! Check us
out at www.cedarville.edu/career.

Career Services Office
Contact Lew Gibbs
gibbsl@cedarville.edu

Alumni kids may be eligible for a scholarship
opportunity. To find out more, contact admissions at
1-800-CEDARVILLE or admissions@cedarville.edu.

Faithfulness Reflected
Edith Wigal Clark ’29 served as a
teacher for more than 35 years. In 1937,
she married the love of her life, David
Clark. David and Edith celebrated 57 years
together before her death in 1994.
Even while grieving his wife’s passing,
David thought of others — specifically,
the students of Cedarville University. As a
memorial to his beloved wife, he established
the David H. and Edith W. Clark Scholarship.
David knew that Edith would approve
of assisting students from her alma mater.
He knew that he was providing a significant financial resource for many
deserving Cedarville students. What he may not have known is that he was
also providing an example of faithfulness to the entire student body —
faithfulness that would be reflected back to him in the final days of his life.
For more information, visit our Web site at www.cedarville.edu/giftlegacy.
Once you have connected to the Web site, you will be able to read the full
text of the Clarks’ story, access articles on gift and estate planning, explore
the benefits of establishing your own gift plan or scholarship, and contact us
with any questions you may have.

“They did not ask for special ceremonies or public recognition of
their generosity. They just lived quietly and quietly passed away
into eternity with lives well lived for the Lord. I envy Mr. Clark for
having such a fulfilled life and now being in the presence of his
Lord, hearing God say, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant.’
I met him once for a very short time, but I thank God for the
opportunity. What a testimony and example of a life well lived for
things that really matter!”
—Ryan Boudreau ’04
“I hope that when we told him how much we love the education
we receive at Cedarville and expressed our appreciation for
scholarships such as his, he was able to see at least a small
glimpse of the difference his life has made to others.”
—Julia Sullivan ’04

Office of Gift Planning
Contact Dave Bartlett
bartlett@cedarville.edu

50% tuition scholarship
now available for alumni
(limited time offer)!
Call 1-888-CEDARVILLE (233-2784)
or visit www.cedarville.edu/graduate
for more information about
alumni scholarships.
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Contest!

3rd ! “Where in the World is
l
a
u
Cedarville?” Contest
Ann
Share Cedarville University with the world by wearing a
CU shirt on your summer vacation. Send us a picture to
enter our “Where in the World is Cedarville?” contest.

There will be one winner
of a $50 CU bookstore
gift certificate in each
category:
		

• Most Adventurous

		
		

• Best Participation
(most people with CU shirts)

		

• Best Family Picture

		
		

• Most Famous
(pose with a famous person)

		

• Most Unusual Location

		

• Most Creative

		

• Most Patriotic

		

• Best Overall Photo

Enter by e-mailing the alumni relations office at
alumni@cedarville.edu or by mailing your entry to
Cedarville University, Alumni Relations,
251 N. Main Street, Cedarville, OH 45314.

The rules:

1		 At least one CU alumnus wearing a Cedarville shirt 			
		 must be in the photo.
2
3
4		
5		
6		
7		
8		
9		

Only CU alumni may enter the contest.
Photos must be received no later than August 1, 2006.
Only one winner per household.
Photos will not be returned and may be printed in Inspire.
Photos submitted via e-mail must be high resolution (300 DPI).
Photos must be unaltered.
The prize will be awarded to the person(s) sending the photo(s).

The following information must be included with the photo:
		 name, grad year, address, e-mail, phone, location of photo,
		 names of people in the photo.

Tim Fenton ‘01 proudly
wears his CU shirt as he
hikes Angel’s Landing in Zion
National Park, Utah. Given
the beauty of God’s creation,
this had to be our best
overall photo in 2005.

